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VARIETY-STORE CHAINS 
INTRODUCTION 


This report on variety-store chains is one of a series of analyses of 
chain store operations in Canada, presenting facts obtained in connection with the 
Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments, which formed part of the 
Seventh Decennial Census of Canada. The figures given herein cover the trading 
operations of variety-store chains during 1930. 


In addition to the popular 5~and-10, and to-a-dollar stores, there have 
been included. under the classification "variety-store chains" a mumber of organiza- 
tions dealing in higher-priced merchandise and occupying an intermediate position 
between the typical variety store on the one hand and the regular department store 
on the other. Variety stores are, however, characterized by a number of features 
not common to the department store. Absence of delivery service, operation on a 
purely cash basis, the great variety of merchandise carried, and low unit cost are 
characteristics of variety stores. Prominent location of establishment, display 
of a great variety of merchandise both in windows and on counters, together with 
low costs, are counted on as means of sales promotion rather than newspaper adver- 
tising or strong selling force on the part of store employees. 


During the year 1930, there were 15 different chain organizations operat— 
ing variety stores in Canada. These chains operated 327 stores and did a total 
retail business of $39,383,379. Stocks on hand in the stores at the end of the year 
(at cost) amounted to $5,274,738. 


Chains Defined 

For this Census, a group of four stores or more, under the same ownership 
and management and carrying on the same or similar kinds of business, has been 
classified as a chain. Groups of two or three stores owned and operated by one 
proprietor or firm have been classified as two- or three-store multiples - not as 
chains —- and are reported under these headings in the provincial general retail re- 
ports. Chains have been classified as local, provincial, sectional and national, 
depending upon the extent of territory in which their branches are located. Local 
chains are located entirely, or almost so, within the same town or city. Provincial 
chains have all their branches confined to one province. The units of sectional 
chains are spread over two or three provinces, while national chains have stores in 
four provinces or more. In the variety-store field, there were two local chains 
and eight provincial chains operating in 1930. Together, these two types accounted 
for only 8.8 per cent of the total sales of all variety chains, while the one sec-— 
tional chain, together with four national organizations, accounted for the remaining 
91.2 per cent. 


Age and Geographic Distribution of Stores 


Of the total number of variety-chain stores in operation during 1930, 31, 
or 9.5 per cent of the total, were opened that year. Of the remainder, 152, or 
46.8 per cent, were opened during the four years 1926-1929, and 142, or 43.7 per 
cent, were in operation prior to 1926. The greatest expansion took place in the 
year 1929, when 82, or over 25 per cent of the total number, were opened. Of the 
total number of stores, 152, or 46.5 per cent, were located in Ontario and 101, or 
30.9 per cent, were in Quebec. There were 29 stores in the Prairie Provinces, 24 
in the Maritimes, and el in British Columbia. 


ee eee 


Geographic Distribution of Sales 


In Table III, stores and sales are classified by provinces and also by 
size of city in each province. The number of stores has been given in each case, 
but it has frequently been found impossible to publish the sales figures without 
disclosing the sales of individual companies. The amounts, when withheld, have 
been included in the totals. Out of the total sales of $39,383,379 made by all 
variety chains, $18,408,209, or 46.7 per cent, were made in Ontario, while sales 
in Quebec amounted to $9,949,489, or slightly over 25 per cent of the total. 
Over 45 per cent of all variety chain sales in the Dominion were made in cities 
of 100,000 population or over, and only about 9 per cent of the total sales were 
made in places of less than 10,000 population. 


Operating Expenses 


In addition to the amounts paid in salaries and wages and rental costs, 
each firm was asked to report other operating expenses. Other operating expenses 
include taxes, insurance, maintenance, delivery from stores, stationery and 
supplies, light, heat, power, interest borrowed for current business operations, 
and any other operating expense. The cost of goods purchased for resale was, of 
course, excluded, as well as any items on capital account. Chain store warehouses 
were considered as wholesale establishments for this Census and have been included 
in the wholesale reports. Expenses in connection with these warehouses are, 
therefore, excluded from this report. 


Operating expenses of variety chains are analyzed in Table 1V. The 
chains are classified, first, according to the number of units operated and, sec-— 
ondly, according to the average sales per store. For all variety chains, the 
total operating expense averaged 24.05 per cent of net sales, of which pay-roll 
amounted to 10.61 per cent, and other operating expenses, including rent, amounted 
to 13.44 per cent. Two hundred and seventy, out of the 327 variety chain units, 
were operated in leased premises, for which rental cost was 4.76 per cent of sales 
made in these premises. When classified on the basis of number of stores operated, 
it is seen that the lowest expense ratio to sales, 22.15 per cent, was obtained by 
small chains, each having less than 6 units, and the highest expense ratio, 25.13 
per cent, was obtained by a group of 6 chains, each having from 6 to cO stores. 
When classified on the basis of average sales per store, it is seen that 6 chains, 
each having average sales per store of less than $50,000, had’an operating expense 
ratio of 22.20 per cent, while the highest expense ratio, 25.58 per cent, was ob- 
tained by a group of 5 chains, each having average sales per store of from $50,000 
to $100,000. 


Commodities Sold by Variety Chains 


Of the total sales of variety chains in 1930, 15.69 per cent represented 
the sales of women's, misses', and children's clothing. Dry goods and notions 
(ribbons, laces, buttons, threads, etc.) accounted for 13.55 per cent, and house 
furnishings, including china, glassware and crockery and kitchen utensils, accounted 
for another 10.94 per cent. An analysis of the commodities sold by these chains is 
given in Table V. 


Middle Range Figures 


The expense figures for variety—store chains already stated and shown in 
Table IV, were obtained by totalling the expense data given for all the chains and 


se 


expressing this amount as a percentage of the total sales of the same companies. 

It will thus be seen that these expense figures are weighted averages where a large 
chain has been given more weight in determining the ratio for the group than a 
smaller organization. In Table VI, average figures are given where each chain has 
been given the same weight, irrespective of its size. The method of obtaining the 
figures: given in this table will be explained. 


The total operating expense of each chain (including wage cost, rentals, 
and other operating expenses) was expressed as a percentage of its total sales. 
The set of total operating expense percentages thus obtained was then arranged in 
an array from smallest to largest, This array was divided into three ranges: the 
lower range, consisting of the first quarter of the figures and therefore including 
the smallest operating ratios; the upper range, consisting of the last quarter of. 
the figures and including the largest figures; and the middle range, containing 
the remaining half of the figures. The average of the middle range was then found. 
In this way, the extremely low and high figures, due to more or less exceptional 
circumstances, were omitted, and the remaining chains were given equal weight in 
determining an average operating expense figure. Using this method, the average 
total operating expense figure is seen from Table VI to be 24.20 per cent of net 
sales, comparing closely with 24.05 per cent as found by the previous weighted 
method. Two other figures are also shown in this table under the headings: "Lower 
Limit of Middle Range" and "Upper Limit of Middle Range". Thése, of course, are 
the two figures at either end of the middle range and serve to divide the figures 
into three sections. That is to say, one-fourth of the chains had a total operat- 
ing expense of less than 23.€ per cent of sales, one-fourth of the chains had a 
total operating expense of more than 25.7 per cent of sales, and the remaining half 
had expense ratios lying between these figures,: and the average of these ratios was 
24.2. The narrow margin between the two limits of the middle range for total 
operating expense ratios also shows that the expense figures for these variety 
chains were fairly well concentrated and the average given is, therefore, represen- 
tative of the group. : 


The other figures in this table were obtained in a-similar manner to that 
explained for total operating expense. In order to obtain each of the items men~ 
tioned, it was necessary to arrange the chains in a different array, and neijther 
all the high nor all the low figures would be common to the same chains. Therefore, 
the figures in any one column cannot be related to other figures in the same column, 
nor can the different expense items be added to obtain the total operating expense 
ratio shown, However, considering each item independently, it is thought that these 
middle range figures give a fair indication of variety chain operating results. 


Table I VARIETY-STORE CHAINS 
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Summary of Variety-Store Chains 
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Number of chains ce oeooevoeoveR7 FOR PBF FTTH HPT FFF SOSH H FH HTH H OH 15 


Number of stores eoeeocseove0eceoeeeoeeeeevoeoeeeeeseoeoovses eee eeoese eee @ Sa 


Net sales (1930) eovoone7evoe7gnve7e7R9R09G SCC CHPSHSHKHHeSCHFHTHFH FEST HHHAEE OD $39,283,379 


Stocks on hand, end of year, 4 COSE .occcecscesscceveviceces $ 5,274,738 


Full-time employees -- 
930 

3,824 

$ 3,668,351 


Male osvve0oa0ec cvoeooneosreoeoR3R7e7 R309 09 FC OH FSHFHSRKZSHCHSHCHSHTSGSPRSHSHHHSHHTHHH HOO 
Female eoeooos@evueegeeoeeovoevueeveoovooegovu oe ocoeoeoeevoeeevoeses eo 78 Fee 8G @ 


Salaries eevee ogvegrvo0ed2002 9000293 0207000 F Gee PFRPKRCHHPHFHHBSeHHTHBHeHH Oe 


Part-time employees -- 
Male eooeoeveoevee@ eooevoovoeveov0e e028 207978207079 @ OFF eeeeeveoveseeveeeoeeveeoeeovaeee 54 
3,214 


#& 510,835 


Female ecvee sv va 0000 9700008324000 7 3979882707008 89 SHSCHFHHFHTHFHFHFHSHHEHEHH 


Salaries @9eoov0e0@28070F OF OTF FPS HSE SFB e@ecoeveveevevee Oe Se F888 


Total pay—-roll reported seceecsovevvccvcccceveverseceesevece $ 4,179,186 


AATOL other Expenses, including rent @eesovooeoeoovo ve eeoeseeeaoesv esd & $ nyyracrareaa ke, 


Total operating expenses — per cent to net saleS cesovceceece 24.205 


Number of stores in leased premlsesS ceosesscvecceccvcvssceves 270 


Rent paid for leased premises cecccecvcvsvcveccceveressesece GL, baa ocd 
Net sales of stores in leased premises .o.ccccoceccecvveevees $32,596,414 


Per cent of rent to sales in leased premises ..ccccceccecece 
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Table v VARIETY-~STORE CHAINS 


Sales by Commodities 


Total Sales, Agta Chains e9esvoegveosv Oo 907909 O9HF FF HBHHHTHHFFEHE 


Less amount which cannot be broken down into commodities .... $ 1,599,900 


$37,783,479 


Sales further analyzed eoseov0e2 9909979970989 9HF9HPXF7HFHRGGFC AMHR OL OHHF FC OH ORD 


Per cent 


OEM NG aie. 6 410014 010 0 *Metevolvigtels! ote s'avatsteraTatee te ate alates! vle'evel sls 'e'e"efele.ees 100.00 
ANTIgues and) Art LOOUS ".'\s:c e'sletetelave so cele cles ce easescaeeweee 2.74 
Automotive parts and ACCESSOTLES ecccecoescvseeesveseesece 19 
Clothing and furnishings, men’s and boys!', total ...eceee 5.59 

Men'S or} boys’ hate anc CAPS. ssn sre'etelelele e'e'w eles ofe »40 
Men's or boys! underwear, hosiery and shirts .. 1.10 
All other men's or boys' furnishings’ ..cesesiue 94 
MOPKY CLOUT TOON © setele le latelo’stare’e sewers ale-b ene wise she wie’ s 258 
All other men's or boys! clothing ..ccccsrccves ore 
Clothing, women's, misses' and children's, total ........ 15.69 
Children! S Wear swecetccuvoewesrceevcvevebenws 205 
MIA LL NOLY Wa ctersedeleteleletelerafetotstatatatyreteleteteta’erele'n deurenne wre wo 4 
Women's or children's DOSLEIY: wisjeweleretete’s see eee POO 
Women's or misses' cloaks, suits and dresses ., 2.56 
Women's or misses! underwear, corsets, etc. ee. 1.57 
All other women's, misses' or children's wear- 
ing apparel (not including shoes or furs) ... 1.68 
Dry goods and notions, total ..csesseccescccvccaccseveses 13.55 
PLOCE COOKS cess eccccissabiocoien devbivedbismececess LeO9 
COULTON COONS Vere cee eee eeeveee even eevee eewe’ 005 
Wooland wool=mixed goods ..visiesscccvccccsevece S96 
Notions (such as ribbons, laces, embroideries, 
buttons, threads, parasols, umbrellas, etc.). 11.58 
PEL WOLMeT LOI 2OONG ite ¢ c1s+ = 0 4 ele)s s'9 #lae.e be oes 4 6.694 18 
Electric appliances and Supplies cweccccsccecesevcccevsces 2.08 
Flowers, wreaths, CtC. ccoosececccscecesvcsececccsceeseccs 204 
Poodweana kindred pronuctes, LOLEL sy eclelses ess css teine acs 45.05 LNG EEY | 
Bakery products, fresh csescccscecccescccctoves He 
Beverages, bottled we casecpincevecsvoscevesececs 02 
Candy, confectionery and NUtS ceevececevevsseee fe 00 
Fruits and vegetables, fresh ..coccecescccccces o1l5 
Groceries, general Line .ecocsccceciveserevecess ays) 
Soda fountain sales and ice Cream wocecescceses Rove 
Hardware, COLAL co sccincccccs be wescccccvessreeseeseceseso Bv1S 
Carpenters! and mechanics!’ tools ceccsoscerccce 269 
Da POR Ne GAO WaT Gi. nnn see oia.9e.9, eke a6 ert oiee ® © Reese ak ee 
OVS SUrTESHUTe ae LODE LI ieee wiles is of Sidtelets sa otele ls vielelaie v's) s 10.94 


Draperies, upholstery, cretonnes and curtains . 204 
China, glassware and crockery oscccosecceeccscese 6.48 


Kitchen utensils e@eoeeceo90ecesosvo0gooeovoeveengsesnee od @ rare! 0) 
(OYE ayaa Naan’ a huhined a eucelaiiiavorr=te heey a ae re Us a eee ee 
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Table V (Continued) —- VARIETY-STORE CHAINS 


Sales by Commodities 
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Household supplies ..cccoccccccscs0cns vss 002s o0000000008000008 038 
Infants’ wear’ svsh sess scenes slo a oso ecslaemlci! cote sie e siste sisitwae > 1.38 
Jewellery, silverware, clocks and watches, total oeosseccercee 5.88 

Clocks and WATCHES: c.c-s.ceeeccssedcess esi aso civceie se 06 

Rings, other than diamond ctrocoeccccovrsreevr0000000 207 

Plated) Sti verware vss.<ac oSies «alsa siaslere sie tele cutie alts O07 

Sterdine, SIA VErware: sire. wsts'e'/s cevevars 7s etelelwtol seleleleldiylcrete’s sou 

Gold and *#oldaril led) jewellery "0.2.22. cn cscs eee) 08 

All other jewellery cosccescsscccecscceccr0eccceseve Deod 
Leather goods, bill-folds, wallets, purses, etc. .cccssscrcces ok4 
Phonographs and PreCOrds ceovesscosecccerccsccecesecoasccess0ecs o67 
Paints, varnishes, glass and painters!’ supplies .wccccceceeerce 004 
Seeds, bulbs, mursery stock, plants .cccccesvcecescecveecsc0e. SAS 
Shoes and other footwear .ccrcseccevcvecccccevecseceessseecoss 1.28 
Stationery, books and magazines, total .ceccescccccsecrvcucces 7.60 

BOOKS [is ‘co's ovo ge + Sole 4 © Os 90.60.06 410 4160.59 010 916 eetiiotn fel ais vty 0 o4 4 

Magazines and neWSPApers soceeccocvrevccevescesveces 004 

Writing paper and envelopes, patternS ..s.cscovescecee eld 

Paper cups, dishes, napkins, towels, etc. coeeseccoes 285 

Blank books and loose-leaf books ccccceccccercseceee lead 

Fountain pens and pencils wiccssccessnecie eee cle e «entails of 4 

All other stationery and stationers' supplies .....e. 087 
Tires, tubes and tirervaccessories i ieic.sic«ejsusis nus leueieroispeione 10,1046 ,016,6 21d 
Toilet articles and preparations, ...:4.<,0..010.c.0.0 ovine cules ©'e oo: slo 6% 7.58 
Toys and Games «= s 4 sc cues ’s ojo.0 oaieiw ele» peters W016 were 6 eieralwiniole @ efele’s 5,6 5074 
Miscellaneous 2. .ccccecencsocceoewecesmvwobocecisissceesrewveees 242 
Receipts from sales of meals secsccrccesseecccseescoecerrecres kool 


Table VI Middle Range Figures 


nS 


Lower Limit| s-vAverage |Upper Limit 
of of of 
Middle Range|Middle Range|Middle Range 


Tova NUuMberMoins DOMS Suvemie cleniclem ecient of 10 14 


Total sales volume of chain ..'.'s.....0 $232,859 $676,373 $1,787,000 
AVerageuSales: DET 1 StOne! s sess cece vciere ae $ 39,252 $ 64,234 Sf Blea 
Per cent of total number of stores 

Opened TnhLGS0) se :. o's wi sini alolel slots wlelele alee 0.00 5.60 20.00 
Pay-roll cost per $100’ sales ‘...% 2.5. LOS SSS ec65 
Rental cost per $100 sales in leased | 

PFSEMUSES <ssisv cic cae o'0 slelole nto 'a/atetemteta 4.41 4,92 Deol 
Other operating expenses, not including 

Salaries or Trent cecocecscccsceovvccecs 5.96 6.0L 7.03 
Total operating expense per $100 sales.|~ ree) 24.20 rae (3) 
Average yearly salary per employee .... $ 644 $ 746 $ B47 
Number of employees per $100,000 sales. 14.10 T6sdOn |. 18.80 


Since each item in this table was obtained independently, the figures in any one 
column cannot be related to each other, nor can the individual expense items be 
added to obtain the total expense ratios shown. For explanation on the method 
of obtaining these figures, see introduction. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS, 1933. 
~— 1933 


Variety-sStore Chains in Canada, 1930 


jase 


This report is one of a series presenting preliminary figures 
for the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments, 1933. The 
basic figures for the year 1930 were secured from the Census taken in 
1931, and the data for the period 1931 to 1933 have been furnished for 
the Census just concluded. 


The preliminary figures of the retail sales of variety chains 
relate only to chain store organizations and do not cover the business of 
all stores classified as variety stores. But the results of the Census 
taken in 1931 show that almost 94 per cent of the total sales of all var- 
iety stores during 1930 were made by units of chain organizations so that 
the present report gives a fairly accurate picture of the trend in busin- 
ess of all variety stores. 


A group of stores has been considered as a chain only when 
four or more stores are under the same ownership or management and carry 
on the same or similar kinds of business. [In 1980, there were 15 variety- 
store chains located in Canada. These operated 327 stores and had total 
retail sales during that year of $39,483,600. In 1933, there were 14 
chains of this type and these operated a maximum of 354 stores and had 
sales of $32,463,300, or a decrease of 17.57 per cent of the 1930 figure. 
Representing the total retail sales of variety chains in 1930 by 100, the 
relative sales during the three succeeding years may be represented by 
97.70, 88.50 and 82.43. 


In Table II of this bulletin, the chains are analyzed by 
provinces, but separate figures for each of the Maritime Provinces are 
withheld in order to avoid revealing operations of individual companies. 
The greatest decrease in variety chain sales took place in the Maritime 
Provinces, where the 1933 figure was 75.75 per cent of that for 1930. The 
smallest decrease was in Alberta, where the 1933 sales were 87.15 per 
cent of those in 1930. 


Of the 15 organizations in operation in L950, Llowere: stil 
reported as chains in 1933. ‘two of the original 15 chains went out of 
business during the interval, but the stores were taken over by a going 
concern or else a new company was formed. The number of stores in the 
other two 1940 organizations decreased so that they could not be classi- 
fied as chains in 1933, while two companies, each operating three stores 
in 1930, increased the number of their units so that they are included in 
this report. 


In answer to an enquiry regarding the number of store employ- 
ees and managers engaged in these variety stores, a total of 8,091 were 
reported, of which 1,009 were male and 7,082 were female employees. of 
the total number, 4,334 were reported as being on a full-time basis, 
while the remaining 3,757 were part-time employees. 
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Variety Chains in Canada, 1930 - 1933 


Mable Ls--Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 1930 - 1933 
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Table I].--Chains, Stores and a al by Provinces, LVS0.and 194s Compared 
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British Columbia -- Chains | } 3 
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Alberta «+--+ chains’ 3 3 
‘Stores 8 9 
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askatchewan -- Chains i % % 
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S tor es | 9 

Sales. I$ 1,434, 809 | 1,150, 600 
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Chain sales index, 1930 = 100!. | 100.00 84.50 


Quebec -- Chad ns | ohh 9 
Stores | OR 105 

Sales. (6 9,949,700 |$ 8,131,000 

Cheaiw seles index. 1950-00-44 100.00 Sula 


Maritime Provinces -- Chains | 3 3 
3% | a4 24 
Sales. I 3,398,400 If 2,574,300 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS, 1934. 


VARIETY-STORE CHAINS IN CANADA, 1954 


Account 


This report, presenting preliminary figures for the Census of 
Merchandising and Service Establishments, shows that there were 14 
variety-store chains operating in Canada in 1934. These 14 chain compan- 
les Operated 372 stores and had total net sales of $35,646,500. In 1933 
there were also 14 chains which operated 356 stores with total sales of 
$35,348,600. Thus, while the number and identity of the chains remained 
the same during the two years, there was a slight increase in the number 
of stores operated, while total chain sales in 1934 increased by 6.89 per 
cent over the 1933 figure. 


,Part of the increase in chain sales in 1934 over 1933 is due, 
of course, to the increase in number of stores. Average sales per store 
in 1933, based upon the total sales and average number of units operated 
throughout the year, were $95,829. Average sales per store in 1934 were 
$99,018, or an increase of 3.32 per cent over the 1933 average. 


\ 


Comparative figures are also given for each of the years from 
1930 to 1934 and show that if variety chain sales for 1930 be represented 
py 100 the total chain sales in the following years may be represented by 
98.79 for 1931, 90.08 for 1932, 84.68 for 1933, and 90.51 for 1934. 
Variety chain sales in 1934 were thus slightly above the 1932 level. 


Increases in variety chain sales in 1934 over 1933 occurred 
in all provinces or divisions for which figures are shown. The greatest 
percentage increase (16.33 per cent) took place in the Maritime Provinces 
and the smallest (3.14 per cent) in Quebec. As might be expected, the 
zreatest percentage increase occurred in the division in which the decline 
luring the preceding years had been greatest, variety chain sales in the 
faritime Provinces for 1933 being 24.25 per cent below the figure reported 
for 1930. The various divisions or provinces arranged in order of percen- 
bage increases in sales in 1934 over 1933, together with these percentage 
increases, are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 16.33 per cent; Manitoba, 
3.40 per cent; Ontario, 7.75 per cent; Saskatchewan, 6.33 per cent; 
British Columbia, 4.58 per cent; Alberta, 4.33 per cent; and Quebec, 
4-14 per cent. 


The 14 chains with 372 stores operating in 1934 required the 
services of 7,483 employees, of whom 1,166 were male and 6,317 were 
female. Total salaries and wages paid to these employees amounted to 
$5,908,100, but,since both those engaged on a full-time and part-time 
oasis are included, these figures do not provide a basis for obtaining 
fhe average earnings of either a full-time or part-time employee. 
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Table I.--Number of Chains, Stores and Total rg ee Years, 1930 - 1934 


Number of chains. 14 
Number of Berea: 
Maximum. 327 340 348 356 372 
Average. 313 329 | 339 348 . 360 
Total Sales ...../$39,383,600/38, 906, 700 (35,474, g00 Is, 348 , 600 135, 646,500 
Chain sales index 
pleco = 100) .. 100.00 98.79 90.08 90.51 
Percentage change 
in sales from 
preceding year. - 1.21 - 8.82 + 6.89 


Table II.--Chains, Stores and Sales, b oe 


1930, 1933 and 1934 Compared 
| percentage 

1930 1933 1934 Change in Sales 
1933 - 1934 | 

14 14 

356 372, 

33,348, 600 135,646,500 | 


SANADA, ChainsS...cceves 


TOTAL -- Stores(maximum) 

Sales eeeeeoesses”? $359 383 600 + 6.89 
sritish Chala. sls e's 3 
Columbia- Stores (maximum) 21 21 21 

Sales .eeeeeses}$ 2,769,700] 2,301,300] 2,406,600 + 4.58 
BEDCLUA us CHAINS.  o.0.« 6 6.010. 3 

Stores (maximum ) 8 

Sales ......+.-/$ 1,708,900| 1,557,200| 1,624,700 + 4.33 
saskat- Chains .scverseod 3 3 3 
chewan - Stores(maximum) 12 12 13 

Gales ssee6es66}/$ 1,713,800} 1,379,900} 1,467,200 + 6.33 
fanitoba ood Chains ecoseeaeeve 4 4 4 

Stores (maximum ) 9 9 9 

Sales ..s-eseees| fh 1,434,800} 1,191,400] 1,291,500 + 8.40 
BrCartOn=) COAINS «sss ¢ 9 le 12 

Stores (maximum ) 152 176 181 

Sales ....6+eee+] $18,408, 300/15, 917, 900 {17,151,100 - F756 
Juebec mn Chains eeeoeooeoeae LE 9 10 
| Stores (maximum) 101 105 109 

Sales ..ceeceve|$ 9,949,700} 8,280,600] 8,541,000 + 3.14 
Perrone  OHEINS Ysie sewers Ke) 3 4 
Provinces- Stores (maximum) 24 24 30 

Sales .«.eeseees!$ 3,598,400] 2,720,300} 3,164,400 416.33 


Table III.--Number of Chains, Stores, Employment and Wage Facts, 


Sales and Stocks, 19354 


Jumber of chains @ae@teoeveeeevee#esvpesesevewaeeeeeeeevreeeteone7seseeeeoeer7ee ee @ @ @ lee 
lumber of stores ope eoseeseeeveeeeveeeveeeveeaeeeaescsvpneeaeeeveeewm anew eehmUcmOmUMOUMhhUhHMLUMPChUMOHUhU ove 
store employees and wages (including part-time) 
Male eoeoe@eseoeve@seeoveste5nesee 1,166 
Pemale wecvscevevesees 6,317 
Salaries and wages ... $ 3,908,100 
otal Sales, 1934 e@eesieseoeeveveveeveeeveveevseweeeseeveeeeereeeteoeeveeeeee $35,646,500 


stocks on hand in retail stores, end of year, at cost . $ 4,659,600 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS, 1935. 
Variety-Store Chains in Canada, 1935 


(Preliminary ) 


The upward trend in variety chain store business, in evidence 
since the spring of 1933, was continued in 1935 when 14 chain companies 
with 390 individual stores had aggregate sales of $37,914,000. This amount 
represents an increase of 6.4 per cent in value over the $35,646,500 re- 
corded for 1934 and is only 3.7 per cent below the amount of business 
transacted by variety-store chains in 1940, the first year for which com- 
plete data are available. Although the number of variety chain companies 
has remained constant at 14 for several years, a moderate but continuous 
expansion in the number of units operated has taken place, especially 
among the smaller firms. There were 327 units of variety-store chains 
operating in 1930; by 1934 the number had increased to 372, and in 1935 
there was a further increase to 390 stores. Expansion in number of chain 
units occurred chiefly in Ontario and in the Maritime Provinces. A slight 
decrease in number was registered in Quebec while in the other provinces 
there was little change. 


All provinces recorded increased sales in 1935 as compared 
with the preceding year, the increases ranging from 1.4 per cent in Quebec 
to 15.2 per cent in the Maritime Provinces. Increased sales in the Mari- 
time Provinces were due entirely to an increase in number of stores, a 
Slight decrease in average sales per store being recorded. 


Ten of the fourteen chains confined their operations to either 
Ontario or Quebec or to these two provinces together; only four companies 
operated in the Western or Maritime Provinces. 


Store employees (including both full-time and those on a part- 
time basis) averaged 8,813 in 1935 and, of this number, 1,231 were male 
and 7,582 were female. Salaries and wages paid these employees amounted 
to $4,889,300. Corresponding data for 1934 show that in that year there 
were 1,166 male and 6,317 female employees to whom $3,908,100 were paid 
in salaries and wages. 


Stocks on hand in the stores at the end of 1935 (at cost or 
replacement value) amounted to $5,184,800 as compared with $4,659,600 at 
the close of the preceding year. 
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Table I.--Number of Variety Chains, Stores and Total Sales, 
by Years, 1930 - 1935 


1930 195801 uae 1934 1935 


Number of chains . 15 14 14 
Number of stores-- 
Maximum ..... 327 348 390 
Average(1) .. 313 339 377 


Total Sales ....../$59,385,600| 35,474,800} 33,348,600! 35,646,500) 37, 914,000 
Chain sales index 


(1930 = 100). 100.0 90.1 96.3 
Percentage change 
in sales from 
preceding year . ~ - 8.8 + 6.4 


Table II.--Chains, Stores and Sales, by Provinces and Years 


Percentage 
Change in 
1930 1934 1935 Sales, 
1934 - 1935 
CANADA, CHALTS Kees 6 LS 14 14 
TOTAL -- Stores (maximum) 327 372 390 
SaleS ..22.002.1$59,585,600| 35,646,500/37,914,000 + 6.4 
3 3 


British CELT Wee a i est alla a ip 3 
Columbia - Stores(maximum) 21 21 22 
Sales «scccsrevige 2,709,700) 8,408,800! 2,583,800 + 7.4 
Alberta ae? Chains @eoeeeneee 3 
Stores (maximum) | 8 
Sales eeeoee#8e#ee##s8 $ L. ( 09.900 + ete 
Saskatchewan - Chains .....e.. fe 
. Stores(maximum) | Lz 
BEES) Gos wsiewal ob, 7 Loy 800 +405 
Manitoba be Chains oeoeeeeve @ 4 
Stores (maximum) |_ 9 
Sales eee0e#s#s0e374neg?e $ 1,434,800 aa 39 
ontario cas Chains eenvoeoeoeee g 
Stores (maximum)|_ 152 181 
Sales «.ce-eee) $18,408,500] 17,152, 100 + 7.7 
quebec . Chains eeecoeeeven ACS: 
| Stores (maximum) 101 
Sales ee0eeee##8e#e#8e $ 9,949,700 +. 1.4 
Maritime ORLA St) ace: sanetarette 3 
Provinces - Stores(maximum) 24 
SOLOS sss swecsel oe 0,000,400) 3,168,400! 3,644,000 $15.2 


Table IIiI.--Number of Chains, Stores, Employment and Wage Facts, 


Sales and Stocks, 19385 
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orc mevores WMOKAMUM }! Lisi. wala aleieslelaiesserw idea debe ae 390 
Store employees and wages (including part-time) -- 
MALO | a\sin\sie wie Siee(aleieieee ats 1,231 
POA UG tessa oleis:'s wide ieie we 7,982 
Salaries and wages ... $ 4,889,300 
ss Say OG) 105s ela Tallelhaiie! o's bial /aive 04, ayleis @ieie. enere oleae tele 314 $37,914,000 


Stocks on hand in retail stores, end of year, at cost . ¢ 5,184,800 
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OLNSUS oe MSRCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMANTS. 


Variety Store Chains in Ca in n Canada, i? a 


(Preise 


The development of the variety store chain in the Canadian retail distri- 
butive system continues. Although the number of chain companies in this field has not 
altered in recent years, a slow but steady growth in the number of unit stores per chain 
has taken place resulting in the $41,422,100 sales of 14 chains with 414 stores in 1936, 
exceeding by 5 per cent the amount recorded for 15 chains with 327 stores in 1930, the 
earliest year for which complete statistics are available. The increase in value of 
variety chain business over 1930 is due entirely to the expansion in number of outlets. 
Average sales per store last year were still 17 per cent lower than in the earlier per- 
iod. A comparison between 1936 and 1935 reveals an increase of 9 ver cent in value of 
variety chain sales, this increase being due partially to an increase in numberof. stores 
and also to a 4 per cent increase in average sales per store. a 


All provinces shared in the increase over 1935. The Maritime Provinces 
made the best showing in this respect with a gain of 16 per cent. British Columbia and 
Saskatchewan came next, each with a gain of 15 per cent. Other provinces, in order of . 
percentage increases, are: Manitoba, 10 per cent; Ontario, 9 per cent; Quebec, 6 per 
cent, and Alberta, 3 per cent. Variety chain sales were higher last year than in 1930 
in all provinces except Quebec, where they were still down by 8 per cent. 


Store employees (including both full-time and part-time) numbered 1,370 
tale and 8,874 female for 1936 compared with 1,231 male and 7,582 female for 1935. Sal- 
aries and wages paid to these persons totalled y5,331-300 last year, an increase of 9 
per cent over the corresponding figure for 1935. 


Stocks on hand in the retail stores were valued at $5,880,900 at the end 
of 19346 compared with $5,184,800 at the end of the preceding year. 
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Table I.--Number of Uae Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 


_1934 


On RUT Fee | 


umber of chains’ .¢recocvers Le pial 14 
umber of stores ~ | 
AAAI gine sip ons 0:6 «.o1ace 6. | 3271 356 372 
DOBPREEX 1) fp cuss slaee es 313 348 360 
Otal sales secsoveeeeesec cof $39 9.303; 000 5 933,348, 600 1935, 646,500] 5 
hain sales index (1930 = 100) 100.0 84,7 90.5 
ercentage change in sales 
from preceding YOar seeeee - 76.0} +69 


b) Obtained by averaging the numbers at beginning, middle and end of year. 


Table II.--Chains, Stores and Sales, by Provinces and Yoers, 


Percentage 
Change in 


| 1930 1936 Sales, 
ee Shi Ae AN naa en il ilar ila eal AA Clad a lS Dea 
Chains pe es SIRE a 1 - 14 
ANADA, TOTAL - Stores (maximum) | 327 414 
satoeen, wml, Soo! ie $39,383,600 941,422,100 99% 
Chains soeoveace } ait 3 
ritish Columbia - Stores (maximu:a) | 21. 22 
Sales o0¢e 621 99000 | i) 2,769 00 ZZ 958,400 414.5 
| : 
Chains ratte es 5 3 
lberta - Stores (maximum) } 8 | 9 
Sales fiaiue ab 1,708,990 | » 1,731,700 +353 
Ghains Dy ea a is 
askatchewan - Stores (maxcmun) | 12) 15 
BR Lee eee eat) She FIREOOOUNS Ue eR sIOON Ine wh aRS Boo +14,5 
| 
Chains ceo csecne | A | 4 4 
anitoba - Stores (maximum) | om 10] 10 
Sales senerowere | y 1,434,800 | § 1,342,800] § 1,475,100 wit i 
GHOINS ss ueees | 9 a2 12 
mtario - Stores Cina ean) 152 195 V2a0 
Sales .issssenes | $18,408,300 | $28,476,400] 920,067,900 + 8.6 
\ ’ 
Chaine "sees ee | 1 10 10 
uebec - Stores (maximum) | 101 WXOG a oe 
Sales eet 9,£49,700 | § 8,658,100} § 9,198,200 + 652 
Chains or eccocen |i 3 4 BY 
laritime Provinces - Stores (maximum) | 24 35 39 
Sales tit 1 3)890,400)|8. 3,444,000| 4,235,000] 416.2 


Table Iif.--Number of Chains, Stores, Hmployment and Wage Facts, 
Sales and Stocks, 1936 
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MUP Er OL CHAANG) gsee esc cn hays PHO USOK CRP eS OES ER ee RO 14 
Huser of stores (maximum) so sh selec dese eccn ve chee wess 414 
Store employees and wages (including part-time) - 
Male Parana Nee ONT 1,372 
Female sciges chavo nn soe d 8,874 
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Stocks on hand in retail stores, end of year, at cost} % 5,880,900 
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Salaries and wages | ® 5,331,300 
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CEMSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. 


si 
« 


Variety Store Chains in Canada, 1937. 


RRR 


(Preliminary) 


There were 14 variety store chains in Canada during 1937 with 437 stores and 
$46,323,400 sales, the latter amount showing an increase of 11.8 per cent over the pre- 
reding year, when’ the same number of chains operated 414 stores with sales of $41,422,200. 
\ithough a portion of this increase in annual turnover is accounted for by the addition 
f 25 stores or units, there was also an increase in the average sales per store from 
5104,600 in 1936 to $109,800 in 1937, a gain of approximately 5 per cent. In 1930 there 
ere 15 chains with 327 stores and $39,383,600 sales. The index of variety chain sales, 
hich during the years 1931 to 1935 Gaclustre was below the 1930 level, was 17. 6 points 
igher in 1937 than in 1930. 


The provincial percentage increases of variety chain sales in 1937 over 1936 
n order of their importance are as follows: Nova Scotia, 17.6 per cent; Quebec, 15.5 
er cent; Ontario, 11.8 per cent; New Brunswick, 11.2 per cent; British Columbia, 7.4 per 
ent; Alberta, 7.1 per cent; Manitoba, 6.2 per cent; Saskatchewan, 4.6 per cent; and 
vince Eaward Island, 3.6 per cent. 


Although the variety store chain is still typically an urban development, 
ecent years have witnessed a considerable expansion of this type of retail outlet in the 
maller cities and towns. Of the 414 variety chain units in Canada in 1936, 177 were in 
laces of more than 30,000 population and these accounted for 61.3 per cent of the total 
ales while the remaining 237 units were in the smaller centres and accounted for 38.7 
er cent of the total business. But of the 23 units added in 1937, only 4 were in the 
arger cities, while 19 were in places under 30,000 population, and while sales for the 
arger cities increased 9.6 per cent compared with 1936, the increase for smaller locali- 
ies was considerably greater, amounting to 15.4 per cent. 


Salaries and wages paid during the year 1937 amounted to $5,832,000 compared 
ith $5, 331,300 in the preceding year, a gain of 9.4 per cent. Tie eae. of stocks on 
and in aeeh stores at the end of 1937 was reported as $6,234,100, while in 1936 the 
orresponding amount was $5,880,900. 
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Table I.--Number of Variety Chuins, Stores and Total Sales, by Years. 
2959 and 1934 - 1937. 


cecal enc a TS SE EL TE SE OER SEE EES TTR COI SR SR IETS NT SS I MR SS a SS aa a Te A CN RS 
| 1930 | 1934 | 1935 1936 1937 
waa irre ne fem ee eee peaneres Nea"? 

mover Of chains <......... ee On 14 14 14 14 
Number of stores - | 

RIGAUD, “6.55 @ 0» 618 « v sae S24 Be | 

VOTO GL )im s vics-o< » otodiaae 313 | 360 | 
POCRIN SALES! 65... eee eee ees oo ($09,080, 000 1835, 646, 500 [$57,914,000 $41,422,100 $46,323, 400 
Shain sales index (1930= 100)". 100.0 90.5 
-ercentage change in sales 

from preceding year ....... | +649 


Pe en es rer a rec eee eee reebee 


(1) Obtained by averaging the numbers set beginning, middle and end of year. 


Table I[f.--Chains, Stores and Sales, by Provinces and Years, 1930, 1936 and 1937. 


Percentage 
| Chanse in 
1930 1936 1937 Sales, 
CARR ca ee Gewe ACRE | ALIN nine PIES 
CACC ee totenteneds : | 14 14 
SANADA, TOTAL - Stores Rae. | 414 437 
Sales ....2.s++>|| $39,383, 606 olga, ,422,100|846,323,400! + 11.8 
L. to 
(Choker sleet Hen as sy | 3 3 
3ritish Columbia - Stores (sxi ment} | is Re ae 
Suis CHnm cal $ £,769,7001$ 2,958,400/% 3,176,000] + 7.4 
a sot Cnains bates: a o 3 S 
Alberta - Stores (maximum) | 8 9 9 
Salen) Waook ule a ai Peek, 709 £000) $ A, FEN), 7001 $ 1,954,600) + Wek 
Chaussee o oO 3 
Saskatchewan - Stores (sieximum) | 12 ble 16 
Sales sitevecrse| 4 1,713,800/% 1,755,800/# 1,836,800] + 4.6 
Chains cocsscssel 4 4. “ 
Manitoba - tores (maximum! || 9 10 10 
Sales ....c.++.04 $ 1,434,800]# 1,475,100/$ 1,566,200] + 6.2 
Chains pre | 9 12 12 
Intario - Stores (maximum) | 152 210 225 
| Sales “| $18,408,300] $20,067,900]22,441,700} + 11.8 
Cele setae. | v) 10 11 
Juebec - Stores (mai) | Toy 109 112 
Sales os.ecveeecl $ 9,949,700/$% 9,198,200! $10,621,500} + 15.5 
i 
Chains oat 3 5 5 
faritime Provinces - mies (rexciraar) | 24 39 43 
___ Sales .,...--.+0] $ 3,398,400] $ 4,235,000)$ 4,826,600| + 14.0 _ 


Table III.--Number of Chains, Stores, Total Sales, Average Sales per Store, 
Salaries and Wages and. Stocks, | 1937 
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fable 4.~-Variety Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 1936 and 1937 


oe ey ee 
A A 


| Number of Value of Sales! 
| Stores 


Province and City | (Maximum ) 1936 1937 


sf 936) 10987 | ag 


Per cent 
of Change 


4 § 
CANADA, “Total i) eee ii vou ode 414 | 437 | $41,422,100 [$46,323,400] , 41. 
phaces }o0,000,and over, total .)y.f.c. 0 Da 181 | 25,384,800] 27,815,100] + 9.6 
flaces under 350,000, total ........ aus it) BOv 256 16,037,300 | 18,508,300 + 15.4 
British Columbia, Total ...., 22 22 2,958,400 3,176,000 tn fe Ce 
laces 30,000 and over, total ....... : | 12 12 | 2,160,600} 2,309,300] + 6.9 
Vancouver ...... ele mies 6 8 ores ones 9 9 1,645,200, 1,762,600) + 7.35 
MaCUCOLLS ys. Hanes ws See weiapiesaie 3 3 517,400 946,700! + 5.7 
Baces under 50,000, total ...uvececce | 20 10 797,800 866,700| + 8.6 
Piverta. Total) icceccsssscs ss 9 O) wage 700) 1,854,600! + (2, 
laces 30,000 and over, total ........ 5 5| 1,349,700! 1,459,200! + 8.1 
BIUGRTN caves ees e nena ear teen iil. 3 Ke (x) | (x) (x) 
ASU CEC) ae Na Sra pigny iho ire ae 2 2 (x) (x) (x) 
laces under 30,000, total .........6. 4 4 382,000 395,400} + 3,5 
Saskatchewan, Total ....... oe : 15 16 1,755,800; 1,836,800} + 4.6 
aces 30,000 and over, total ........ | 5 6} 1,035,800, 1,126,600] + 9.0 
PeciNG cs ec. ies Va kbs s Ms Sede ‘ | 2 3 (x) 639,700 (x) 
Basratoon ),. .kiae ss BS. el oc cenpieg te 3 3 (x) 486 , 900 (x) 
maceseuncer 50,000, total ...6ss¢ee- : 10 10 722,000 PaO ee00 | oe VLG 
} H 
Menitobe, (Potali<.lavhsseus cn eC 10| 1,475,100} 1,566,200) + 6.2 
minar poe. Fo aia. oes « oR EM. clone ; 6 6 (x) (x) (x) 
aces under o0,000, total’ ¥.4..05008 ‘ 4 | 4 (x) (x) | (x) 
| | | | 
Brtarioy Total 2 x.del ees 2. PRRu2AO | 225 | 20,067,900! 22,441,700! + 11.8 
‘laces 30,000 and over, total ...... ea Sar i cae 10,922,800! 11,842,300/ + 8.4 
NS EAL) Ce ARE UR a RE REE AR 4 5 (x) ! (x) (x) 
PeUItOR 5 oss ese sexes Rotate 8 8| 1,888,400 1,992,900! + 5.5 
Ritehoner ...... Lees Roe. 5 5 561,000; 597.700; + 6,5 
EO MGON, iin .o's > were ns 0,000 sas oe esses 4, 4 1,525,600) 1,543,400; + 1.35 
Ottawa eeenroeeeetenetreeneneeers#e2 @ 1 10 ula 2,026,200: peas bs eo eA 18. i 4.6 
MOTONES Sokwcses ee ios 34 35} 4,076,900! 4,451,100} + 9.2 
VC SOM Late Se. cowaMaletsiaiare wad’ Blavere aah we 2 3 (x) 811,600° (x) 
Laces under 30,000, total ...... eee pu bts gy aba 9,140, TOO) RO yo99 400 15.9 
Cteper Voted 4+ vs «essa eae ss 4 09 |) ey 9,298,200) 10,621,500) + 15.68 
laces 30,000 and over, total ........ 74 731 7,006,700} 8,011,400; + 14.3 
NESTE a cys does wale neces Mein & foment 51| 4,398,600! 5,097,400; + 15.9 
EO ays ou dee See BF oes & yee 15] 1 }74e,700| 17951,600) + 1n%9 
TOPOS RIVOTS code od 0shies se cies 5 5 588 , 800) 672,900: + 14.3 
Verdun @eeeetenveeevpeenreeeeveeeee ets ? 4 4 275,600 289 ,500 + 50 
Baterinder 50,000, total ..siecceses 1) 35 39) 2,191,500| 2,610,100) + 19.1 
New Brunswick, Total ......+. | 16 16 Ls697 L001. 1,687 5001) 4°11 2 
Bree ohn ii i iexudeinish HSS. AAR AWN 4 4 851,200) 884,900} + 4.0 
Hacés under’30/000, total! wv)......-5 84) 12 12 845,900; 1,002,900; + 18.6 
PeOmerocOc a ,uTOtal «see ssccae ty ied 24 2,205, 900 2,094,800 + 176 
MSTA A) deciatchavchoiysesesoneinyalocsnineose He 4 4 (x) (x) (x) 
Paces under 50,000, total ...cseresos 16 PONY. (x) (x) (x) 
So IE SUSE A ES ee ER eee 


in (x) indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations. 


* Includes Greater Montreal, except Verdun, for which separate figures are shown, 
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Variety Store Chains in Canada, 1938 


Sales of variety store chains in Canada aggregated $47,256,700 in 1938, 
up 2 per cent over the preceding year and 20 per cent higher than the amount recorded 
for 1930, the first year for which complete data are available. The gain over 1937 was 
due to an expansion in the number of stores in operation rather than to any increase in 
the average annual turnover of continuing units. There were 16 chain companies operat- 
ing in Canada in 1938 with a total of 468 stores. In 1937 there were 14 chain companies 
with 437 stores while in 1930 there were 15 chains with 327 stores. Annual turnover per 
unit store averaged $106,000 for 1938, down approximately 3 per cent from the average 
for 1937. Stocks on hand in stores and warehouses at cost amounted to $7,166,500 at 
the close of 193&, practically unchanged from the $7,181,000 recorded for the preceding 
year, 


Sales in Saskatchewan declined 2 per cent below 1937; sales in Ontario 
were unthanged, while all other regions registered increases: 2 per cent in the Mari- 
times, Manitoba and British Columbia, 5 per cent in Quebec and 10 per cent in Alberta. 
Percentage changes in sales between 1937 and 1938 for some of the larger cities are as 
follows: Vancouver, +3 per cent; Regina, unchanged; Toronto, +2 per cent; Hamil- 
ton, <-4 per cent; Ottawa, -3 per cent; Montreal, +2 per cent. -Figures for a number 
of the larger centres are given in the attached tables. In some instances figures are 
withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations. 


1930 ard 1935 - 1938 


l v0 | 1935 


SE Se yp re ecm 


Number of Chains ..ccccseeesl 15 14 14 14 16 
Number of stores - 
Mextmmmee. sc: 25 4e4isead 327 390 414 437 468 
SESS 09 ee ewe 377 396 422 446 
Total sales seccesseccvsers all 839, 303,000) $37, 914,000 [$41,422,100] $46, 323, 4001947, 256, 700 
Chain sales index (1930100) 100.0 96.3 105.2 117.6 120.0 
Percentage change in sales 


from preceding year ....e. - +6.4 


+93 


+11,8 +20 
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(1) Obtained by averaging the numbers at beginning, middle and end of year. 
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Table II.--Chains, Stores and Salcs, by Provinces and Years, 1930, 1937 and 1938 
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1937-1938 


5 Chains ae | | 14 
CANADA, TOTAL - Stores (maximum) |. Be a4 437 
46, 323, 400 


Seles eecceecooock i ; 939,383, 600 
a (ee 


16 
468 
047,256,700 


Chains oceesoooe|| 3 e 3 
British Columbia - Stores (meximum) |: Pa 22 22 
Sallog sp oeed deat ll Se aeo e HOO 


© 342907500 + gen 


3 | 4 
5 12 
~ 1,854,600 | § 2,046,900 + 1004 


7 Chains soe oe ©8206 
Alberta - Stores (maximum: 
Sales e@oeeececcond 


| 
| 
° 3,176,000 
| 


° — 


x00: 


i 

Chains rn Si 
Saskatchewan - Stores sn 
i 
(i 
| 


: * 
16 17 


Sales ‘se cecesomen | vals tta,cod | 1,e46s500 | 2 1, 8069300 De ex 
Chains ers | 4 4 5 
Manitoba = Stores (maximum) |! ; ot LOG ay 
Salég “sedecdeoes | © 194347000 | $2 75065200 | Y 245934300 ae Ff, 
i 
Chains .......0.]{ 9 2 12 


Poe 225 1) oye 


| 
Ontario - Stores (meximum) | } 
918,408, 300 | #22,441,700 | $22,516,700 Oe 
! 


Cabos ss saws oa 

Chains sacs mee 11 vie 13 

Quebec - Stores (maximun) I, Tol} * Wied 125 
Sales So sheer. O 95949, 100 10,621,500 $11,123,600 | 


3 2 5 


Chains @eso0e ceo cas 


Maritime Provinces - Stores (maximum) || | 24 | 43] 48 
Sales shecceeces | oO Sy a90rs00 | Ge4eG26<600 1 4,919,400 | are des 


Table IIT.--Number of Chains, Stores, Total Sales, Average Sales per Store, 
Salaries and Jages and Stocks, 1938 
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Number of chains Pe CH eCKCHHOFTOHGHFSH OCOD MTe HHO HRA HOHDCHHRHKEKEH LH THEHHO HOH HHT H EO DOE EHD 16 
Number of stores - 
Maximum @eereeeoeooceeeee ecg ssecoe scoot ooee sb ogoeeosevoe bosons onvneagpnotTe# ones 468 
- Average @oeveore op ooooethHegesoe OFC 2HOFFec ore e ooo ew dec oe e047 OR HT*eHGO HK HTD OS 446 
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PeMERTINs y CG FRG 2 hg fu cut 9 ie ee had «6 64 a oie oa ANE Tg SMe ep oka eselies  . 109,800 
mistieavend wages paid store employees, 1930. .cccwcsesosavereecsccsvseee || 9 6,170,100 
Stocks on hand in stores and warehouses, at cost - 
Eyd of 1938 SOHC THOODOHOHKODODAL OS COXEOVOSOCHEEOCHEHHOHH OHDOT O OF OD ODEN DOOD 
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able IV.--Variety Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 1937 and 1938 


Value of Sales 
Province and City 


Maximum | Per cent 

1937 | 1936 1931 1938 | of Change 
? ? 
CANADA, Totgl .ocecvesecccceon tt 437 468 46,323,400 47,256,700 | + 2,0 
! ‘ 

laces 30,000 and over, total ......|j 182 191 27,888, 300%} 28,028,800 + 0.5 
maces under 30,000, total .cccceces 255 ett 16,435,100" 19,227,900 + 4,3 
British Columbia, Total ...... Ze 22 3,176,000 3,250,500 + 293 
laces 30,000 and over, total eoceee 12 a2 2, 309,300 | 2,376,100 + 269 
Vancouver eeoeoeeoeosagevore Gee oee 6 5 9 1,762,600 | 1,807,900 ae 2,0 
CRO LO. ose so 40's aN hd ea.ba's 3 3 546,700 568,200 + 3.9 
Paces under 30,000, total .ssovases 10 10 866, 700 874,400 + 0.9 
PEGA, LOURL ‘cee es 6s bia e608 9 12 1,854,600 2,046,900 + 10.4 
laces 30,000 and over, total .....- 5 6 1,459,200 1,575,400 + 8.0 

Cabgary eeeoevneoeovw ee ee 5 0oone€ dove oe 3 3 (x) (x) (x) 

Edmonton eeeeoevoeaeceoeseeeoeeeeeeeeoe @ 2 3 (x) (x) (x) 
Maces under 30,000, total ....esccs 4 6 395,400 471,500 + 19.2 
Baekatchewan, Total s.ssss+0ae 16 1b 1,836,800 1,806, 300 we Deed 
aces 30,000 and over, total ......} 6 6 1,126,600 1,112,400 - 1.23 
Regina eerereoeerer eee eos eevee eens 3 3 639,700 640,100 Oza! 
Saskatoon cover eer eee toe Oeeoove 3 * 486,900 471,300 >. or 
faces under 30,000, total .seccrveeye 10 EL 710,200 694,900 = > 2a? 
MemrbONS , LOLS. pies days edd on s' 10 ac 1,566,200 1 459 34.300 Hi kay 

Winnipeg, Se esseoveeees oe eee veed 6 6 (x) (x) (x) 

aces under 30,000, total ..eceeeee 4 5 (x) (x) (x) 
ORtErl OD, | LOtKLs 100s. ¥ das tagnes 225 233 22,441,700 22,516,700 < [Oe 
Naces 30,000 and over, total ...ee- 12 74 11,.915;500 PLS hfe, 500 = Jee 
CRE UUOLG) ice ores an ba oe4¥ bei 5 4 526,400 487, 300 Spee 
Hamilton ove eevee eaeFeHoeeeoeend 8 8 15992;900 1,923,900 - 365 
Kitchener ee ee oe oe ee ee 5 5 597, 100 594,800 tg 065 
London @ertoaneooneeeoseeeeeevreone 4 4 1,343,400 1,300,300 as Bee 
Ottawa eorecoce ee eoe eset oe oo esas Mie 13 25219) 200 2,052,400 Ma ee 
Toronto eoeceoeveoeeoeveoeeevoeeoeveseoee @ 35 36 4,451,100 4,557,000 fb Peet 
Windsor eoeoereoeesesr eevee te reese 4 4 884 ,800F 856, 800 ~ 342 
laces under 30,000, total wvossevee 153 159 VOps 207200" | 10,744,200 ub ary s 
Muevec sel otal ee evesea vies es ows ae 125 10,621,500 11,123,600 + 4,7 
aces 30,000 and over, total ...... 73 19 8,011,400 8,168,700 + 2.0 
Noa rebl ys adeeidpaecsewss eel | 51 57 5,097,400 5,191,400 ee: 
Quebec one poveos eevee oe 088 OO 13 bs 1,951,600 2,059,400 + 545 
Three Rivers @ereoveaeveveesoe oe 6 5 5 672,900 683,600 + 1.6 
Verdun eoecoereasroeee Cees sseeHerneoe 4 4 289,500 234,300 = AS al 
Maces under 30,000, total ..r.ecerss Sy) 46 2,610,100 2,954,900 se Mis Fae? 
Now Brunswick, Total warsessse 16 18 1,887, 800 1,898, 800 OG 
ote John eee eor ooo oes eoeeesegd 4 4 884,900 834,000 a 5.8 
maces under 30,000, total wcocasoues me 14 1,002,900 1,064, 800 6.2 
Nova Scotia, Total ceo eeeveeoons 24 21 2,594, 800 2,677,400 Lie Sec 

Halifax misiblelelaidplelb 6.0) ele eb) 6 801616 4 4 (x) 

aces under 30,000, total .eccesoes 20 23 (x) 
Prince Edward Island, Total .. - 0.2 


Re Pe ae 
x) Indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations. 


» Includes Greater Montreal, except Verdun, for which separate figures are shown, 
r ~=—s Revised. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 
f” Preliminary) 


Tarkety Store. Chains in Canada, AY, 

Sales of variety store chains in Cannes Dts to $51,416,000 in 1939, an 
increase of nearly nine per cent over the preceding year and up approximately thirty-one 
per cent over 1930, the first year for which complete data are available, Average sales 
per store rose from $106,000 in 1938 to $108,000 in 1939, a gain of ten per cent. The 
number of chains remained the same as in 1936 at 16, but these operated a maximum number 
of 489 stores during 1939 compared with 468 in the esse year, The greatest expansion 
in number of variety stores occurred in Ontario where 13 new units were added, all of 
which, with one exception, were in places less than 30,000 population. An increase of 
four stores is recorded in Manitoba while in the Maritimes there were four additions, most 
of which were also in places under 30,000 population, 


S¢0cks on hand in stores and warehouses totalled 58,276,200 at the end of 
1939, up over a million dollars from the figure recorded at the close of 1938, Salaries 
and wages paid to store employees during 1939 amounted to ‘36,594,500. 


Sales figures in all localities showed increasés over 1938, In the Mari- 
time provinces there was a gain of 23,3 per cent; Alberta, 12.5 per cent; Saskatchewan, 
12.2 per cent; Manitoba, 11,3 per cent; Ontario, ig 2 per cent; British Columbia, 3.6 per 
cent, A decrease of 3 units in Quebec in places of 30,000 population and over was offset 
by an addition of 2 stores in the smaller localities which resulted in a net increase of 
966 per cent in Quebec sales, Notable increases in sales over 1939 for some of the larger 


cities are: Edmonton, 20.6 per cent; Saskatoon, 16.7 per cent; Montreal, 10.8 per cent, 


Table 1.--Number of Variety Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 


Pater and id 1936 -_ - 1939 


a i a i i tl ai le a 
ea ee ae cf a Boe = ES 


othe 


aE Oe: 


Number of Chains “‘eeo0e 
Number of Stores -- 


{ 
M2.c.mum Be afoletelvietn 321 Al 489 
AVOPACS OY) isos enc 313 396 422 446 474 
Bova "sales, Joe o asco 1 O39, 3035 ue (41,422,100 | $46,323,400 | $47,256,700 151,416,000 
Chain sales index ~ | wo Con 
CUS 30=100))' = *verewicts 1000 | 10562 1.6 120.0 130.6 
Percentage change in ine 
sales from precedine | pau ade 
yoar Moleeisloe'e'e'o sts boo { £9.63 | 71128 #20 788 
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(1) ened by averaging the numbers at beginning, middle and end of year; 


‘ ‘ 
rs a 


‘ Ke 
. 7 1 4 oe iv Aa 
‘Geen 5 Aeterna Aged etn nay nibh vin 8 lie amare hae ano aR 


“ a : 
- “a frame & 
\ norte Sey ‘ Y fg alpine Ay 
- 4“ * ¥ iJ 
. im thd f A . t 
f ay aetna \ 
Y fs 
ee ie 
A ’ Hi ? 
‘to “y ita, as. A VANS 
¥ fe beg 
¥ ae - ; : \ : 
“a t u a 
‘ 
. ot { 
$ ; 
‘ i \ fs 
> y t ) 
\ , j 
wc 
pk 
A 
, 
\ 
i 
4 
vee 
t . 
Ee S oe — re 
7 : PR le i Ta a eet ae SAE ob ey 5 Biky 
' i Li SOON rapes <oceee : 
Si aie Pe 
rl 1 a eg - Te oes 5 
7 pada iAd 
1 . Xu 
‘ = 
, . 
=) oe 
. 5 ~ - 
: Tht Nn vf 
" Sl 4 *Y 
te ag 
, * r 
/ 5 
7 } ‘ 4 ats 
ote 
~~ i " ¥ 
" 
: ! ‘ were 
4 
i 
: ‘ 
nettle 'e 
ey i 
ae } 
, 
he) i 4 is 
at $ : ? 1 
Ar ; 
hon, ‘+ 
4 
bt aL | 1 ' p 
kes A ' ) 
4 ; oo 
ye, OP, . ‘ a} Y: 
( 4 
nf 
‘ | 
si . 
| i 


+ Tak ft Oy Sh: 1 By tas ica th fe ie aa 


. Cia ed f 
i ~ oP all SLi awe en 
xe 


Table II,--Chains 


CANADA, TOTAL - 


British Columbia - 


Alberta ; 
Saskatchewan = 
Manitoba = 
Ontario = 


Quebec = 


Chains 


Chains eoec009e20 
Stores (maximum) 
Sales ee%5000000 


Chains secs costs 
Stores (maximum) 
Sales @o*ecooo0eecdcdo 


CHATS i's's che'eo'6 eo 
Stores (maximum) 
Sales 0088000000 


Chains ©00900000 
Stores (maximum) 
BSLOS. odie cia bets s 


Chains eoe0r00g0ecsd 
Stores "(maxtioum) 
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Sales PR Atal SM Le 


Chains coscscsec 
Stores (maximum) 


Sales 060c¢000000 


' Chains 619s eine? ee 


Maritime eee -Stores (maximum) 
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Sales ees008e0000 
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. Stores and Sale 
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$ 1,434,800 


9 

152 

$18 , 405,360 
he 

ote oh 

Loi 


§ 3,398, 400 
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Number of chains IO EEO LS CHOICE CS HOHE OOO NCS CB. CO DETER CONG FOES IOEOICHC: 


Number of stores - 
Maximum CCH CHO HSH SOSH ECHSODOSCOOHKDOOCOOCOOD 


ooo0es 09039600003 009094€09090686 


Average @eeoeoeoeeo eee Few ovoeeoHgonenoovo0eo9F79C FTOO9NQGQGSOOHOVACKFCHOSOHD ACOA 


Total sales, 1939 AAO OGM OD OO BONO GON OGG O65 SG S56 OD GIORGI ENS rors 


Average sales per store - 


1939 eeoceweeceeveoseeoeeoeoeoaeesooo00oec or0F0 CTF # SHS%xOCHeCoCXVIV0HO BOOS DFOKCAGCFZHF@ ORC & | 


1938 @eeeevee eevee Geese eceace se oscessocrx?5fG7o0o0092G0 B98 G2X9G0 G07 HKHFF090FAH09 BHC FSB KTSCHAH SOKO 


Salaries and wages paid store employees, 


1939 o¢ 


Stocks on hand in stores and warehouses, at cost - 


End of 1939 ern raha Wark oi kisielele a Tord ES Or ere ae eheene 


End of 1938 @esveeerpeeoeoseoseotooor*reccorcsbvooeooo0ceorx0¢C CFO eFR2KHO CHO OO 
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Table IV.--Variety Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principat ER 


ae erm ee 


"1935 an and 1935 
Number of ] 
Stores 


SS SS SS Se SSeS Ss ees eR 


Value of Sales 


1939 [Per Cent. 


nO: SPREE. 


Province and City 


(x) Indicates that figures are withheld 


(r) Rovised, 


Sea re ee er 


VOLe Sate 
Hy 5. 
CANADA, Total cevcssesccbeveesoss | 4 Ala |. 51,416,000 J. 8.8 i 
Fooece 50,000 and over) total iss.ss ows 191 28, 028, 800 | 30,228,9001''% 7.8 
Places’ under 30,000, total vice. esscoowe 277 y94227 900 1 21,187,100; 4 10,2 
t 
Brivien Columbia, Total piv s sess 22 | 34250,500 39309 LOO oyghiBeO 
Places 30,000 and over, total eorereooes Le on 2,376,100 |. 2,478,000 # 4.3 
Tovar ae eg Nae ae 9 | | 1,807,900 | 1,883,000] ¥ 4:2 
Victoria PCOS HOTEROEHHHHO OHH HEOBOODOD 3 3 568,200 595,000 ¥ 4.7 
Piecosnundar 30,000, total icsos ouceeee 10 “al 874,400 891,100) ¥ 309 
PLbeOraUTOtAl Sao seeeen sneer es 12 | 13 2,046,900 2,302,500] # 12.5 
Places 30,000 and over, total ..rcccces 6 7 as) PALE 400 1,782 ,800 rik 
Calgary tee eereencereccorcsoeccos 3 3 , 100 153,000 4 4.3 
Edmonton PHRHSHTEHHCHORHHH OHO HHO HOHO 7 3 s 853° 700 1,029,800 # 20.6 
Places under 30,000, total eorosesssocs | 6 6} 471,500 519,700 # 10.2 
Saskatchewan, Total .ecccesepeeas ay a 1,806, 300 2,026,600 a ge 
Places 30,000 sand over, total. pesecencs 6 | | 1,111,400 | ey i 9.0 
Regine. woe nee eee eeesccereercccs ey 3 640,100 | 1,400 7 Bea 
DESKA COON: else oe oc see se ses bo ¢6 fs) | 4 471,300 550,100] # 16.7 
Places under 30,000, total .ssreseseres | 11 11 694,900 815,100] 7 17.3 
Geese cial Wise ie aya cers ott argiMM ne oH | 9155935400, |), 1417135900 | 1y ties 
| 
Winnipeg ceveceservssvecscesocece | 6 } 6 1,258,000 1,319,700] # 4.9 
Places under 30,000, total ,.csecceeeee | 5) 9 335, 300 453,600] xf 3543 
Cerro yTonel. seaside cach aeesn tae! 233 | Aho 225516, 700' |) 23,000,200), 4 5.2 
a ead i ; 
Fles@o2 80,000 ond. oven, total ....cse55 | TF 75 | 11,772,500 1 1252775900) oA 4.3 
Brantford. Caan Write hance pe et een Meier eae | 4 AN 487, 300 514,700 Ve 566 
Hamilton © Ord Sle eis eek Pepe seversie b hie 6 ie | 8 8 14923.700 2,028,900 x0 fi 5 aD 
Kitchemor seseesssereocvevccecoee 5 5 594,800 | 633,000; ¥# 6.4 
LONGO sercocevevrevcsereesvcecec 4 4 1, 300, 300 V352;8007 a0 
Ottawa eter epeteoeeonpeeeeeetooveove cscs ils il} 2,052,400 Ay tis LOU f 601 
TOPONtO soveeeeevcsscreresvvesses 36 37 4,557,000 4,705,400] # 3.3 
Windsor cove toceasereeserteescecs 4 4 856,800 865,400 of RANG) 
Placos under 30,000, total ...sccesseee iol 171} 29,744,200 | 11,410,300; # 6.2 
Quebec, Total cesscccescececesecn 125 | V15123,6001 12,188,500} 4 916 
Places 30,000 and over, total sseccwoos 19 “a gape oo 7100 8,923,100} ¥ 942 
ienteead @oeeeoreeereoeeeoereneoe ned > | 56} 54 5,145,500 0300 f 10.8 
QUEDCS sesesesceseeeeeeocercecene | 13} 13] 2,059,400} 2,232,300] ¥# 8.4 
On EPS EO ree ae Aer ot AICS Rll 6 (p83 2600 699,800] ~ 2.4 
Verdun eaepeeeeeveooeroerereoe 0058087050 a 5 4 r}980, 200 287,500 f 236 
Places under 30,000, total ..s..s.seoee | 46) 48] 2,954,900! 3,265,400) # 10.5 
New Brunswick, Total ..seseseccce | 18 Uy, 1,898,800 | 2,280,200} / 20,1 
Ste John Rey ete Jos j &. A 834,000 916,700 of 9.9 
Places under 30,000, total ...ecsesovce | a Bab tl O64 G00 1) 0363 25001 7 26ua 
Nova Scotia, Total ..sseeeoveeece | 27 | 30 2,677,400 3,423,800] f 2729 
Halifax Ree eels site ie Vd ake dos noe 6 ; re 5 S (x) i) 
Places under 30,000, total vescveceroes | 27 25 x) (x) x) 
Prince Edvard Island, Total seovovcesecn | é) oF 343,200 | 363, 800 es 6,0 


‘So avoid ‘disclosing. individuals operations, 
Includes Greater Montreal, except Verdun, for which separate figures are shown, 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


Variety Store Chains in Canada, 1940 (Preliminary) 


Aggregate sales of variety store chains in Canada during 1940 were 
$60,718,600, a gain of 18 per cent over the preceding year, and up 54 per cent over 
1930, which year marked the inception of corresponding Census of Merchandising data. 
Average sales per store rose from $108,000 in 1939 to $124,000 in 1940, an increase of 
almost 15 per cent. There was no change in the number of chain firms reporting although 

tho number of stores operated increasod by some 15 units, 13 of which wero opened in 
places of less than 30,000 population. A decrease of one unit was reported in Montreal. 
Toronto, Hamilton and Windsor in Ontario each reported one additional store last year. 
There was no change in the number of stores operated in other cities of 30,000 popula-~ 
tion or more. 


All localities recorded sales increases over the preceding year. 
The greatest expansion in sales occurred in Halifax with an advance of 50 per cent while 
Windsor and Edmonton showed gains of approximately 34 and 29 per cent respectively. 
Percentage increases for other places over 30,000 population ranged from 7.5 per cent 
in London, Ontario to 26.8 per cent in St. John, New Brunswick. 


Percentage increases in sales by provinces arranged in order of 
these increases are as follows: Nova Scotia, 34.0; New Brunswick, 26.8; Manitoba, 
20.2; Alborta, 19.6; Queboc, 17-0; Saskatchewan, 13.9; British Columbia, 10.9 and 
Prince Edward Island, 4.6. 


Stocks on hand in storos and warehouses totalled $9 ,863.400 at the 
end of 1940 as compared with $8,276,200 at the close of the preceding yoar. Salaries 
and wages paid to store employees during 1940 amounted to $7,503,900. 


Table 1.--Number of Variety Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Yoars, 
1930 and 1937 ~ 1940 


Number of Chains ploketw elele oie: 
Number of Storcs-- 


MO KS WNG is ois voy 6 2 als 6 229 437 491 

Ayorage( 1): saraccre os 313 422 504 
Total Salos «.-.+++++-+++++fl $39,383,600 1346, 323,400 360,718,600 
Chain sales’ index 

(19 80a 100) 2.22... 100.0 117.6 154.2 
Percentage chango in sales ; 


from preceding year . +11. 8 418.1 


(1) Obtained by averaging tho numbers at beginning, middle and end of year. 
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Table II.--Chains, Stores and Sales, by Provinces and Years, 1930, 1939 and 1940 


ae 1930 
, CNEINE ewe sss 15 
CANADA, TOTAL - Stores feat) 327 
SRLS ee ne ea os - Il $39,383, 200 
Chains --v--2eee 3 
British Columbia - Stores (maximum) at 
Sales ..+.--..-+|1 8 2,769,700 
4 Chains a ee ee 3 
Alberta ~- Stores (maximum) 8 
Sales --2+--++e+i] @ 1,708,900 
Giedivicmicrmsecs cies 3 
Saskatchewan - Stores (me ac.mmum) 12 
SAVE cues. ca cae 8 1,713,800 
: Chad NBs cusye< ae 4 
Manitoba - Stores (maximum) 9 
! Sal eG ace cts ane eine 21 9434, 800 
; ChaL Gi ote as ee ie 9 
Ontario. - Stores (maximum) 152 
SOlOS) 4 20 y 0 Axe $18 ,408 , 300 
Chad NS, este e aai tie nat 
Quebec - Stores (maximum) 101 
Balog? ssnivale ce 2° 9,949,700 
Chesinsivece acorn. 3 
Maritime Provinces - Stores (maximum) |, 24 
GALOS sisi gis ete -{! $ 3,398,400 

t 


16 
489 
$51,416,000 


@ 2,302,500 


3 
17 


-$ 2,026,600 


5 
a 
3 1,773,300 


13 
! 246 
823,688 ,200 


13 
124 
912,188,500 


4 


4 


52 
|* 6 ,067 ,800 


16 
504 
$60,718,600 


3 
22 


% 3,735,400 


5 
: 13 
3 2,754,900 


3 
17 
g 2,308,400 


5 
; 16 
8 2,132,000 


13 
257 
327 692,300 


13 
126 
$14,237,800 


7 


ye 
% 7,858,800 


Percentage 
Change 


i 10.9 
‘ 19.6 
13-9 
+ 20.2 
‘ 120 
+ 16.8 


| 
[42935 


Table III.--Number of Chains, Stores, Total Sales, Average Sales per Store 
Salaries and Wages and Stocks, 1940 


Number of chains «..-...-. es eater ee ata ks 

Number of stores - 
Maximum 
Average 


eoecereveerseoreve 


Total sales, 1940 
Average sales per store - 
1940 


Stocks on hand in stores and warehouses, at cost - 
End of 1940 
End of 1939 
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e e ee? 16 

Rares eerie 504 

Wa ean 491 

-1|$60 , 718,600 

SL tec acsn e + -f[8 - 124,000 

Pern ey $ 108,000 
Uttaenlets «(13 7,503,900 - 

AWS 9,863,400 

pa ne 18 8,276,200 
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Table IV.--Variety Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 


1239 and 1940 


ge A ber of 
i Stores a ’ ____Value_of of “Sales : Reel ee 
Province and City \ (Maximum) Po ein Per Gent 
‘eRe ie cers ED a: ‘aed igae £2 UNS CANES wacom SREES 
& } 3 
3 § 
CANADA, TOTAL .esecseecees | 489 | 504. as 514416,000 ae 60.2718,,500 Hie a 18.1 a 
somubiecnraries in en So 
' { 
laces 30,000 and over, total A 19h | 193 | 30,228,900 354356, 300 + 17-0 
‘laces under 30,000, total ... |. 298 H 31h | 1,187,100 25 5 362,300 Gane Sf 
i | | 
British Columbia, Total At ee 369,100 _ oe af 4 400. pieces WET’ 
ae Die th 
aces 30,000 and over, total “| 12 | 12 1 216,000 2,756,100 4+ 11.2 
Vancouver «sees eeeeeee seve 9 | q |, "14883000 2,067,400 + 9.8 
Victori toh Ss oath OR ONCeOvOME ONCE ACL OEE i 3 : 3 | 595 5000 | oh ee i i ol 
laces under 30,000, hal pr tees | ag ae | 10 | 891,200 | 9,200 | ; 9.9 
PD OmGay LOLAL. ses feels oi eee Cee 2 5302 500 Siete 900 | 7s _+19°6 
7 
q Q 
laces 30,000 and over, total ; 7 7 1,782 ,800 ZO 2200 | Dane 
DeMaris oy ote a siete shen vee § 5 3 753,000 646,000 + a 
BUCIEONG CUE arin She he bo a! 4, 4, | 1,029,800 1326,200 * 28.8 
‘laces under 30,000, total | 6 ! 6 519,700 582,700 | PEF st 
Saskatchewan, Total ...... pt fda a 2,026,600 _ u 2,308,400 | ce Sy Lae 
laces 30,000 and over, total .| 6 6 Hea 500 1,387,500 14.5 
Be tess EEG ha hae heen 088 3 3 bei. 400 764,000 + 15-5 
BeSKaL OOM Mietinsa nce s.8 5s 3 3 $50; 100 623,509 | pea eae 
laces under 30,000, total REP | et EE 5100 9205900 ! + 13.0 
Manitoba, Total ......... elle ee Gi ya eee a0 AA eye 32 20008 1h \ ee 2002 
Winnipeg ......-. si ae ens | 6 6 1,319,700 1,542,000 
Jaces under 30,000, total ol S | 10 453,600 596,000 
Ontario, Lotel..<s.\.. Bee ee Pay We 35605200 Ltn 7691 B00. |) 
laces 30,000 and over, total 15 78 2252 7 7'¢900 14,169,100 
Brantford (4s. Ws bats 4 4 514,700 Za 
Memon: + «eee +9 Dae eat : 8 9 2,028,900 2,342,600 
Ratehener aso 2. ve oe 3 ae Ne 5 5 633,000 722,000 
PEO OMe ta wcities od eke soa vias Be 4 4 1,352,800 1,454,800 
GEMM a Weel s o aialnns Sorte eet vals a} 2 MTs A700 2,642,500 
TOVOntG secede tees eaee | 37 | 38 4,705,400 5 261,000 
Windsor .......... see eeees 4} 5 f 865,400 1,161,000 
aces under 30,000, total ....{) 171 | 179 11,410, 300 13,522,268 
Quebec, Total ........ ; faz | ee | 22,188 .500_ |) 14,237,800 | + 16. 
} 
laces 30,000 and over, total a 76 | 15 : 1923510 0 | 10,188,900 
Membrodte ls eel pce vaces SANS 55 103, oe a te 6481, 200 
PMR iN ells) aed eg 13 4 232 300 Wis 
Se eR Acc el 5 5 "699,800 | es 
VES Sle ae nae 4 4 287,500 324,700 
laces under 30,000, total .... 48 | pul | 3,265,400 4 ,048,900 
New Brunswick, Total .----H 49 29 | 2.280.200 | 2,890,200 + 26.8 
! z, 
Ce a Se | 4. 4 96,700 14162 5.100 | + 26.8 
laces under 30,000, tot 4) coe Us | 15 13 Seed a 100 | + 26.7 
H - 
Nova Scotia, Total ..... Bo vet Myke JaCO00 |. AGO S900" Ll. a aa 345.0) 
Halifax Oa | 5 5 1,319,200 1,978,400 + 50-0 
laces under 30,000, total coer] 25 | 26 2,104,600 | 2,609,500 + 24.0 
t 
Prince Edward Island totaal ay SC ae 363,800 _ be easC CO OU Nae 44.16, 


FIncludes Greater ‘Vontreal, “except Verdun, 
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for which separate figures are shown. 
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Variety Store Chains, 1941 
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The past decade has witnessed a marked rise in the position occupied 
ae the well known variety type of store in the retail marketing structure of Canada. 
Even; during the depression years the business transacted by this type of retail outlet 
was well maintained, sales in 1933 standing only 16 per cent below 19350, whereas the 
general level of retail trade declined by 35 per cent during the same interval. Sue- 
cessive increases during following years and, in particular, marked gains since the 
‘beginning of the war brought dollar sales for this type of business to a high level, 
total sales for 1941 amounting to $85,012,500, up no less than 92 per cent above the 
volume of business transacted in 1930. Monthly surveys of retail trade indicate a 
further gain of 15 per cent .between 1941 and 1942 but. figures for current months indi~ 
cate that for the time being, the peak has been almost if not quite reached, sales: for 
the first half of 1943 standing only 4 per cent above the iii dacratagay: period of 1942... 


The chain store type of operation continues to occupy a predominant, 
place in the variety store field. There were 20 variety store chains in Canada in 1941 
_vand these operated a totel of 532 stores with $74,313,000 gales, an amount which formed 
-- almost 90 per cent of the total business of all stores classified for census purposes 
as variety stores. These figures are based on results of the Census of Merchandising 
and Service Establishments whichiformed part of the Decennial Census of 1941 and for 
which reports were secured by mail from all the retail trading establishments in 
Canada. The only other complete census of trading establishments related to the year 
- 1930 when there were 15 variety chain companies which operated 327 stores and had 
$39,383,379 sdles. Chain companies, for census purposes, are taken to include all re- 
teil organiz zations operating four or more retail outlets. 


Although the variety store is typically an urban development, com= 
parative figures for 1930 and 1941 reveal some tendency on the part of the variety 
‘chains to expand into the smaller urban centres. In 1930 about 45 per cent of the 

- variety store chain business was transacted in places of more than 100,000 population ~ 
-and 11 per cent of the business was transacted in places of less than 10,000 population. 
In 1941 the proportion of the total sales transacted in the larger cities had declined 

_ to 39 per cent while the proportion applicable to the smaller cities and towns below 
10,000 population had risen to 14 per cent. The second half: of the decline in the 
proportion of the total business transacted in the larger cities was accounted for - 
by an increase in the relative proportion secured by intermediate-sized lo¢alities of 
‘between 10,000 and 100,000 population. Here the proportion of total variety store 
chain business transacted increased from 44 per cent in 1930 to 47 per cent in 1941. 


Date of Ownership 


A classification of the stores in operation’ in 1941 according to date 
of acquisition or present ovmership indicates that about 18 per cent of the stores were 
opened in the four-year period between 193& and 1941. Another 19 per cent were opened 
between 1934 and 1937; 20 per cent were opened in the depression years betweeh 1930 and 
1955; one~quarter. of the totel number were opened during the twenty's while 18 per cent 
of the stores-in-operation in L944 were opened Ua i to 1920 and inertia thus» been~ in” exis 
tence for more than twenty years. 


‘Employment and Payroll 


The £0 variety store chains in operation in 1941 required the services 
of 1,620 full-time male and 8;130 full-time female employees to whom $7,438,600 was paid 
in salaries and wages. In addition there were 218 part-time male employees and 6,086 
part-time female employees who received $1,130,100 in- salaries and wages. 


Employees who worked only part of the normal nie day or part of 
the normal working week were to be considered as part-time employees Persons employed 
part of the.yeer but full time when employed were to be considered as full-time em 
ployees. ' In each. instance the average annual employment wes to be reported. Although 
difficulties in securing accurate annual sverdges are such as to invalidate. exact com 
parisons with the results of the. 1950 census, | t would not appear that there was much 
difference in the relative importance of part-time employment in the two years. In 1941 
about,69 per cent of, the total: number of employees were reported, és: being on a@ part-time 
basis: and: these. received 13° per: cent. of the total, payrolls: : In usin dials 41. per cent 
of the employees were reported as being engaged on a part-time basis and: these! received 
Le per cent of the-annual payroll for thet year. 


aye Aithough no detailed analysis of operating: results wes at Reel in 
connection with Lines 1941 census,*each chain company was asked to report. the avons paid 
in rentals ene rall. figure for other operating expenses exelusive of salaries and 
L nd warehouse. expenses were to be differentiated from store’ expense. 


According to the information thus received, total operating expenses 
of varlety store chains: averaged 26.55 per cent of antua sales shed 1941 and varied 
froni2o,72 per cent: fora greup of. 13 hile dug each with fewer than 25: storessto 26.64 
per cent for 7 larger: companies each having 25,units or more. 


The overall ratio of 26.55 per cent was comprised of store expenses 
of £2.53 per cent, overhead expense of 3.47 per cent and werehouse expense 0.55 per 
cent... The.store expense was divided almost.equally between payroll which formed 11,53_ 
per cent. of- total sales and dther store expenses which amounted to 11.00 per: ¢ent:of 


elec 
SaGi€50 


neg $38 -Of ‘the 532 units of variety store: chains. operating ‘in’1941; 455 were 
Phe reted in.leased premises., ‘Rental costs, averaged 4.72 per cent of: anes mace in 
these same premises. ; 

Chain. store warehouses are operated by variety chains. almost ex¢élus-. 
ively for the.purpose of supplying the shina vidual retail outlets belonging: t6 the chain, 
Sales, to other retailers on a wholesale basis are made to a very limited extent, ‘the 
volume of business: thus transacted amounting to only $133,900 in 1941." The total value 
at wholesale prices of merchandise handled in variety chain warehouses amounted to 
$7,637,300 in 1941. Goods ordered for the stores through head office purchasing depart- 


- ae 
ment but which did not pass through the warehouse were valued et another $4,123,400. 
Comparison of these figures with the total retail chain sales would show that purchasing 
in veriety chain stores is done largely by the local store personnel, orders being 
‘placed directly with the supplier for direct shipment to the stores. 


/ 


: 
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Commodity Sales 


Practically all of the variety store chains were able to give an 
analysis of their sales on a commodity basis for 1941. Although these commodity sales 
figures must be considered as estimates rather than exact amounts, they serve to give 
some indication of the commodity composition of variety store business and the changes 
which have taken place in this composition during the past decade, 


One prominent feature revealed in a comparison of figures for 1930 
and 1941 is the increase in the importance of both men's and women's clothing and the 
decrease in food products. Women's and misses’ apparel accounted for 25.73 per cent of 
the total variety store chain business in 1941 while men's and boys' clothing and furn- 
ishings accounted for another 6.01 per cent.. Corresponding ratios in 1950 were 15.69 
per'cent and 3.59 per cent respectively. On the other hand, food products (exclusive 
of soda fountain and lunch counters) formed 10.57 per cent of the total business in 

1930 and only 6.00 per cent in 1941. The proportions which the sale of dry goods and 
PDO-GIONnS:, (consisting chiefly of bedding and house linens, notions and smallwares ) 
formed of the total trade varied but little between the two periods, standing at 13.59 
per cent for 1930 and at 14.78 per cent for 1941. . 
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Table 2.--Variety Chain Units Classified by Provinces and Date of Establishment, 1941 
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Tab e 3,--Variety Chain Units Classified According to Amount of Annual Sales, 1941 
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Table 5.--Variety Store Chains, 
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Table 5e-Variet Store Commodity Sales, 


. Item Totals 
Conmodity 
oe 
Stationery, books and magazines, total ..see rs. 


TOLLED articles and supplir.s, total .ec.aes 
Toilet preparations and cesmetics, in- 
> cluding perfumes, powders, SO&ps, 
LIES 2 Cay) Ae nn ae vara SE 
Toilet articles (including brushes and 
brush sets, combs, mirrors ..cccacceua: 
Toys, games and wheel goods cececeesescccsct 
ee EON ain. ho ood wale 6 8 wo Se ores Sale 's ome aes 


Bi scellaneous. merchendi Se .c cence e scence gac BEES 
Receipts from sale of meals and lunches .... Pee 


Recéipts from repairs Gnd Services ....ss.eec 
. & 


(1941--(Conel'"d 


Analysis of poles Classified b Commodities s=- (Concl'd 


eas: Pevete 


7/2 


424 
0.02 
‘SuO6 
5.20 
0.05 


Ys 4 : oe os 
at R42 codes Gras took} te 
. a + rer twas aqoreté ime a 


> owe ae sR | waka ahqe ihm ia 


26 ee ae 


he ‘4 are 


patie 


4 i hae Gy De ee V7 tr ee 
Jol) peered oa 32h 


i we f 
—aea > ed You Se. , 


o 2 


‘ 


; 
Pine 


, 
a 
. 
ea 
aimed 
" 
‘ 


d 
Set 


y 
— 


i 
‘ez, 
¥ 


a 


NOT PUBLISHED 19/2 


cee CARER OR 


e & oh) * DEPT. OF ‘POLITICAL SCIENCE | 
For = tO UNIVERSITY OF TORONTQ,ERCHANDISING FILE *V¥ 


Published: by Authority of the Hon. James A. MacKINNON, M.P., 


Minister of Trade and Commerce 


CANADA 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


VARIETY STORE CHAINS 
IN 


CANADA 


1943 


Price 25 cents 


.Y 


Lad rh ie ee 


AT | a i . meee re 
ve < . 
: r 1) Ce ae? Le 
4 : Pay, cin) H ' vy 
: ' ) 7 : ay sma 
' am oa oO 


J q 
a # 
: a a 7 1 
7 We 4 Fi 
fh) i! 
3 ' Vil ; 
i 
wei! 
7 1 4 
i 
a ; 
- R i ut ay 
8 Poh 
v4 f 
\ 
i } 
; iL 
t 
' 
‘ 
é 
> 
‘ 
’ 
¢ 


Published by Authority of the HUN. JAMES A. MacHINNON, NM. P. 
Minister of Frade and Commerce 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
MERCHANDISING 4ND SERVICES BRANCH 


OTTAWA, CANADA 


encanaeet 


Dominion Statistician: S.A. Vudmore, M.A. (UXon,) F.S.S.) F.R.SC. 
Chief, Merchandising and Services Branch; A.G. Steedman, B.A. 


PSAP a DOE OO 


Series 1943 ; Price 25 cents 
No. 5 
VARIETY STORE CHAINS, 1943 


Stable conditions in recent years in the veriety chain field with little 
or no change in the number or identity of firms or stores or in the volume of business 
transacted constitutes the outstanding feature of the results of a survey of this trade 
compiled by the Merchandising and Services branch of the Bureau of Statistics. where 
were 19 chain companies operating in Vaneda in 1943 and these had 521 stores with 
$84,366,200 sales, a volume of business practically unchanged from the $84,319,200 worth 
of business conducted by the same 19 companies through 525 outlets in 1942. Sales in 
1945 were 15.8 per cent higher than in 1941 when there were 20 companies with 532 stores 
and $74,179,100 sales. A marked expansion in the variety chain field characterized the 
decade prior to the beginning of the war, an expansion which was continued at even greater 
pace during 1940 and 1941. Sales in 1943 were more than double the volume of business 
transacted by this type of outlet in 1950, the first year for which figures are available, 

Wages paid to store employees amounted to $10,275,800 in 1943 compared 
with $9,859,800 in 1942. Inventories held by variety chains were valued at $11,755,900 
at the end of 1945 and at $11,612,100 at the close of the preceding year. ‘the inventory 
figure as on December 51, 1945, consisted of store stocks valued at $9,836,500 and 
warehouse inventories of $1,919,400. 


Variety chain sales in Frince Edward island gained 15.6 per cent between 
1942 and 1945 while an increase of 9.4 per cent was recorded in Alberta. ‘The abnormal 
increese in the former province reflects the part year operation in 1942 of one of the 
three stores comprising the group of stores. ‘the major portion of the Alberta increase 
may be attributed to Kdmonton where a major gain of 17.3 per cent wes recorded. 


With the exceptions noted above the horizontal trend in variety chain 
sales between 1942 and 1943 extended to all parts of the country. sritish Columbia sales 
were 3.< per cent lower in 1945 than in 1942 while Saskatchewan and Manitoba both reported 
minor gains of about 3 per cent; Sales in the other provinces in 1945 varied by less 
than two per cent from the volume of business transacted in 194é. 


Hull, Quebec and Verdun were the only cities of 30,000 population or over 
in addition to Edmonton to record & gain of as much as 5 per cent in sales over 1942, 
Decreases ranging from 5 to 9 per cent were reported in Vancouver, Fort William, Hamilton, 
London, St. Catherines and Sherbrooke. Minor changes characterized the trend in the other 
larger urban centres. ; 


The variety store field is predominantly an urban development with approxi 
mately 40 per cent of the total trade transacted in cities of 100,000 population or more. 
Another 23.7 per cent of the trade for 1945 was transacted in places of from 30,000 to 
100,000 population, 21.7 per cent in places of from 10,000 to 30,000 and 14.4 per cent in 
places of less than 10,000 persons. 
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Variety chain outlets with annual sales of between $100,000 and #200,- 
COO constitute the most common size class. Uf the 521 stores operated by veriety 
chains in 1943 there were 191 in this group and these accounted for 352.1 per cent of 
the total sales. ‘there were 4 stores each having annual sales of $1,000,000 or more 
and another 21 outlets with annual sales of between $500,000 and $1,000,000. Together 
these two groups accounted for 22.3 per cent of the total variety chain business. 
There were 47 stores each with annual sales of less than $50,000. Some of these 
represent stores in operation for only part of the year. 
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Table I ~= Number of Variety vhains, Stores and otal Sales, by years 
1950, 195? and 19411943 
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(1) Obtained by averaging the numbers at beginning, middle and end of year. 
(2) not available. 
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‘Tsble III - Variety chains, Meximum Number of Stores and Sales by Provinces 


1950 and 1941 = 19435 
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Stores 
__ Sales _ 


British Columbia Chains 
otores 
Sales 


Alberta Chains | 


Stores 

Sales 

Saskatchewan Chains 
Stores 

Wh ar, Pe ern ees 
Manitoba Chains 
Stores 

! Sales 

Ontario Chains 
’ Stores 
vales 


Quebec . Chains | 


stores 
Re Re de LOS 
New Brunswick Chains 
stores 


Sales 
Nova scotia Chains 


Stores 


ee op eee 


Prince idward Chains 


Island stores 
Sales | 


15 20 19 19 
327 532 523 521 
$39 »383 600] $74 179,100] $84,319, 200] $84,366,200 
3 3 3 
22 | 22 


_|$ 1,708,900] % 


1 9'4 1 19. ape 1948 


—s toa 


i$ 4,161,500)$ 4,705,400] § 


3 


£9 
434,800|% : 
9 


Ni ng 


> 
Pa 


$18,406,300 
a: 


101 


£9, 


7 
24 


{x) Ne 3,595,200 |$ 3.977 ,800]8 3,966,600 
2 5 5 aes 
16 32 32 32 
AX) 1 650505900 |$ 6,922 ,4001$ 6,877,000 _ 
2 3 | 3 3 
2 3 3 3 


§  442,000/8 426,7001$ 493,300 


ra 


Percent 
Change in 
Sales 
1942-1943 
+ On 
= (302 
a oe 
+ (S20 
sien es 
~) ae 
pave Al 
=" eGo 
= Oren 
+ Losoy 


(x). indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, 
but these are included in the totals) 
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Table IV -~ Variety Cha an Stores and Sales d: Provinces and Principal Cities, 1942 and 194¢ 


|} Number of . ~~ Value of Sales 
Stores (Retail 
oe Fer cent 
alia of change 
tM a maG aa,’ LBS 4 ng be ies Lu 9: 942-1943 
$ 
CANADA, Total 0088000000008 aapestirs 84,319,200 + : 0.1 
Places 3C,COO and over ... 54,037,100 53 ,939.,400 =i. Owe 
Places under 30,000 ..... er 30 , 282 5100 30,426 ,800 ORS 
British Columbia ....4.% 4,703,400 _ _4)555,400] --— 3.2 ae 
Places 30,000 and over ... 3 9495 5400 5,345,600} - 4.3 
WENCOUVIEM Felis eco seek 2,948,200 2,389,300 => tl Wavere 
WinG COMER Riles. 6c es ate 945,200 954,300} + 1.0 
Places under 350,000). ..2...0.% 1,210,000 1,209,800] - ©.02 
LD STC AAS Jee oi Ul cud 6 0% | 3,649 ,500 5,995,800] + 9.4 
Places 30,000 and)sover ¢.-ssicoael 2,820,100 3,114,800] + 10.4 
Cal garyyriec. 302 FCT Ee eac?  Br ee ee 9 OO 1,098,200 =e 0.2 
HAMORT Out. siehe)s, Bio c.o.cks sty bk 1,713,600 2,016,600 teil '7 oO 
Places ~under) 30 ;000 9... o2.. aaee ae G29 200 679,000] + 6.0 
Saskatchewan 9090000000000 0 § _ £5806 ,500 ‘ 2,900 400 L Bs a Dod 
Places 30,000 and over cocococoe | 1,595,100 1,614,800] + 1.2 
CR iy os Sh ole ata Rial a fe Sg Mle ade i 894,800 917 0001) #225 
DASKEHOON! estolota cies ol orsvoieloe cies 700,300 697,300 - 0.4 
Places under 30,000 ........ MAE 1,211,400 1,285,600 Orel! 
Manitoba eooo0oeo0o coon coe 0c e909 0000900 ‘a nee 3,066 »400 + 27 
Places over 30,000 eos 0000009000 i on 262,900 + aoe 
Winnipeg 0000080000000 000000 5 £5262,900 7; oe 
Places under 30 , 000 ooe 87077060000 603,500 4: 4.1 
Ontario cooveoeoag eo 8c ooo daeeve Ooo a 37705 » O00 47,170,000 = nee oe 
Places over! GOO00 Ss. o ceeds cise ons 25,051,000 22 5586 » 900 SAA) 
BEEN TiO 1G Nare-are > «a a ote cue ant 4 4 838,300 821,200 =A) © 
Fort William coccccecccccce | 47 4 | 689,900 641,600 a ne 
Hamilton ee20e00000050000000,8 9 } 9 5,072,600 £828,500 oe 7.9 
RINSSCONM see eee se ee Seen 4 4 932,000 927,500 =a Oigo 
Kitchener 0600708 09FPG42707000000 a 5 938,900 904,100 rs ol 
London 00000000M%°270700000000 4 i 4, 1,689,200 1,595,400 < D0 
Ottawa ©0f00000000000000000 / 13 : nS t 5,815,400 5,847,000 + 0.8 
DUE OMUMETINES: 6 carsteveie ches). 4 4 1,129,000 1,033,400 Se MSIGS 
Sudbury ooo000000000200093909000 3 re) 912,6C0 923,400 + plas 
Toronto oo0o000097090990980 900K OO 46 4 46 i 7,241,500 7,269,500 Sy 0.4 
Windsor ©0008 000000KZKZ990000000 D S : 1,791,600 1,795,300 + 0.2 
Places under 50,000. ssencesescecl 69 169 14,652,000 14,583,100 =o OS 
Quebec ecooo0 ooo coco oOfc eo Ga 0 000 = 127, Hes nes a el. 144 000 s #1 po4o » 900 f + 2 1.0 
Places over 30,000 scscocococose] 78 | 76 | 16,070,900 16,333,300| + 1.2 
Ho} ve) 271,800 287,500} + 5.8 
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Table IW ~- Variety Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 
1942 and 194% ~(Concluded) 


Number of Value of Sales 
Stores Retail : 
| (Maximum) | Per cent 
} 1942 f1943 | $1942 1946 of change 
alkene 8 leweciGeat al Lamon oe. Fire bs A | 1942-1943 


Quebec - (Concluded) 


Montreal. dum. penne b. sama lne oe eae 9,443,400 9,560,400 


Lye 

MUOLGC eae ede a ee Treiepras | eo Malthe 3,742,000 3,967,400} + 6.0 
Sherbrooke ..... hy Pads stay 4 |] 4 1,082,400 1,020,400 > 20587 
THES CRIV OMS sroeono suo svere lore Seal PL diss 1,034,100 995,100 =) 6.8 
VerdUneye, Series s tes tos el ate oe 497,200 502 5500 ¥ 665 
Places .underc30;000 2.0 4cceielevial’ 149 1 149 | 405 5,075,100 5,012,000 ~ USPge 
Maritime Provinces ........|_59 | 59 | 11,326,900 11,336 ,900 Ooh 
Plecesso verso s000 Hey sao octets ore -) 9 4,792,700 4,685,100 aaa a 
Saint Gone. dre cos sania ea 4 4.4). 255995100 1,594,200 = 0.3 

Heli tangs Ake test's te coeaeal +. 5 3,193 ;600 3,088,900 a 528 
Places under 60,000" o. 5 as 2 sihtnae ov 50 6,534,200 — | 6,653,800 sled! ods) 
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LIST OF VARIETY STORE CHAINS IN CANADA. 


Beamish, The R. A. Stores, Co., 

Chainway Stores Ltd., 

David, Joseph 

Farmer, J.D., Magasins 
Federal 5-10-15 cent to $1.00 Stores, Ltd.., 


Grigg, The Co., 
_Kirby*s Stores 
Kresge, S. S., G0., Ltd., 


McCool, A. We 


Metropolitan Stores, Ltd., 
Mirwin's Stores, Ltd., . 
Feople's 5810-15 cent to $1.00 Stores, Ltd., 


The Regent 5 cent to $1.00 Stores, Ltd., 
Rossy, S. Inc., 

Stedman 5cent to $1.00 Stores 

United 5 cent to $1.00 Stores of Can. Ltd., 
Variety 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd., 
Woolworth, F.if. Co., Ltd., 

Heller's, Ltd., 


70S Bank’ Sti. , 

Fleet & Bathurst 

61 Canada St., 

575 rue St. Paul, 0.4 
1181 St. Catherine 


St o> We $s 


55 Main St., 

Room 1300, 507 
Flace d' Armes 

1606 & 1608 Gerrard 
Ste 

136 Dundas St., 
James St., 

1372 St. Catherine 


St., We, 


Ottawa, Ontario. 
Foronto, Ont. 
Edmunston, N.B, 
Montreal, Que. 
Montreal, Que 


Orangeville, Ont. 
Weston, Ont. 
Montreal, Que. 


Toronto, Ont. 


London, Ont. 
Wallaceburg, Ont. 


Montreal, Que. 


519 Notre Dame St., E. Montreal, Que. 


it FLOM US 1 Oia oieceentineag 


27 Wellington St., 


Montreal, Que. 
Toronto, Ont. 


S791 Notre Dame St., W.Montreal, Que. 


4505 Papineau St., 

4O7 Bay Ste, . 

1253 McGill College 
AVE. 


Montreal, Que. 
Toront:os, ant 
Montreal, Que. 
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VARIETY STORE CHAINS, 1944 


Improvement in the supply situation with respect to at least some commodi- 
ties sold by variety store chains is reflected in results of the annual survey of 
this field for 1944 conducted by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Bureau 
of Statistics. There were 18 chain companies (four stores or more under the same 
ownership are considered as chains) operating in Canada in 1944 and these had 515 
stores and $88 ,568 ,800 sales, an increase of 5.0 per cent over the volume of business 
transacted by 19 chain companies operating 521 stores in 1943. Variety chain store 
sales were 72 per cent higher in 1944 than in 1939 and were 125 per cent higher than 
in 1930, the earliest year for which these data are available. 


“Wages paid to store employees totalled $10,737,600 in 1944 compared with 
$10,275,800 in 1943 and $9,859,800 in 1942. Inventories on hand at the end of 1944 
totalled $10,397,000, of which $8,885,500 represented store stocks and $1,511,500 
represented warehouse inventories. Corresponding total inventories for earlier years 
were $11,755,900 for 1943 and $11,612,100 for 1942. 


Variety chain sales in Saskatchewan were 10.6 per cent higher in 1944 than 
in 1943. -Trends between the two years for all other provinces were fairly uniform 


ranging from a 2.6 per cent increase in British Columbia to a gain of 6.8 per cent in 
Manitoba. - 


: Sales statistics for individual cities of 30,000 population or over reveal 
no pronounced trends. All cities recorded increased sales but in only four instances 
did the increase amount to as much as 10 per cent. Kingston sales were up 135.9 per 
cent; 11.6 per cent gains were recorded by both Fort William and Sherbrooke while 
sales in Saskatoon were up by 10.1 per cent. Combined sales for all cities of 30,000 
population or over were 5.4 per cent higher in 1944 than in 1943 while the correspon- 
ding increase for the smaller localities was quite similar at 4.5 per cent. 


Almost 24 per cent of the business of all variety chain stores in 1944 was 
transacted by 28 large outlets, each having annual sales in excess of $500,000. 
Annual sales per store ranging between $100,000 and $199,999 was common in the variety 
chain store field in 1944. There were 186 individual stores in this size class in 
1944 and these had sales of $26,710,600 or 30.2 per cent of the total for the trade. 


@ Zo 


Table 1 <= cease of Variety Chains’, Stores and bid Sales, by Years 
and o 


a a aay We =< SS a ES ——— ———— oe 


1 9552 6 pe 4 ak, 1:9°4 2 1943 


Number of chains .-ccocccecce 
Number of stores = 
Maximum .occcccccsecce 
Average (1) ..6-.ss00 
Total sales (retail) ....($) 
Chain sales index (1930#100) 
Percentage change in sales 
from preceding year oroeo 


D 
(2) Hot aired labate. 


Table 11 -- Number of Chains, Stores, Total Sales, Average Sales Per Store 
Salaries and Wages and Stocks,. 1942, 1943 and 1944 


ae eS a a SE Ee ee a 


1942 ee a) 1944 


Nunbér Of GHaINS’ 2 sion ecw s+ ces oe wees baie 19 19 18 
Number of stores = 

Maximum on 9eO STF H9CB CHG HHH STHAKSKCHKHH42ATTKBHEOBAHD 5235 ; 521 515 

Average Coeoco eCooeo coe eo eeeeHFTFGHOKHCH HOH FEW D 52 520 514 
Total sales (retail) ..ccccccssecosecsccccco| $84,519,200 | $84,366,200 | $88 ,568 ,800 
Average’ sales per 8tOFre/.é.0.0.é000 6 odece eseeec! $.. 0161,841 | $ (162,243 190 172,513) 
Per cent change from preceding year oeccoveo| +16.07 +0.25 +6.21 
Salaries and wages paid to store employees .|$ 9,859,800 | $10,275,800 | $10,737 ,600: 


Stocks on hand, end of year, at cost = 


In stores oF GCTHKOCHTHSCH THT SHOHHKHHEOHOSCOHORBOSO} 
TR OWATENOUBES. “6 siccc o's oe oo e's Ghee etary ore ele 


$ 9,584,900 | ¢ 8 
I$ 2,027,200 | $1,919,400 | $1, 


9,836,500 | $ 8,885,500 


11,500 


Total stocks on hand ....csesascdeee0¢| $11,612,100 | $11,755,900 | $10,397,000 


Table 111 -- Variety Chains, Maximum Number of Stores.and Sales Provinces 


Per cent 


Change in 
Sales 
1943-1944 
Canada, Total =- Chains 
Stores 
Sales + 5.0 
5 S OLUMDLa=UNalns 
Stores 
Sales $ 4,703 ,400/$ 4,553,400}¢ 4,672,900 + 2.6 


Alberta - Chaing | 3 5{ 5 5 
Stores 8 13 13 13 
Sales } $1,708,900] $ 3,649,3001$ 3,993,8001$ 4,110,000] . + 2.9 
Saskatchewan = Chaing | 3 3| ee Lar? 
Sales | $ 1,713,800] ¢ 2,806,500 $ 2,900,400}$ 3,206,400 +10.6 
Manitoba - Chains ) 4|_ 5 a 5 
9 Us is 15 
$ 2,986,100]$ 3,066,400! 3,275,900] + 6.8 


Sales 
Ontario = Chains 5 15 L5 
Stores 152 270 268 
Sales | $18,408 ,300| $37,703 ,000! $37 ,170 ,000 | $38,741,000 + 4.2 
Quebec = Chains 13 cane ke 13 
Stores 101 Meade LAS 
Sales | $ 9,949,700] $21,144 ,000] $21,345,300 |$22 ,649 ,400 + 6.1 
New Brunswick = Chains 3 iy 7 6 
Stores 6 24 24 20 
Sales (x)]} $ 3,977,8001$%$ 3,966,600 1% 4,100,500 + 3.4 
Nova Scotia - Chains 21 a] aS eae es: 5 alte 
Stores 16 32 32 
(x)}$ 6,922,400]$ 6,877,000 |# 7,286,700] ++ 6.0 
Prince Edward 2 at ee y OT AS oe ie 
3 3 3 


Island - 


2 

(x) $ 

(x) Indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, 
but these are included in the totals. 


426,700}$ 493,300|$ 526,000} + 6.6 


=e) 
Table lV -- Variety Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 
1943 and 1944 


Number of 


ee ————————— 


“Value of Sales 


Stores (Retail) Per cent 
' (Maximum) of change. 
1943-1944 
CANADA, Total ooo000808090 + 5.0 
Places 30,000, and over. «// 53,939,400 | 56,834,400 +64 
Places under 30,000 .oocee 30,426 ,800 $1,754,400 + 4.5 
‘British Columbia ndloo a 4 ,£55°,400 4,672,900 + 2.6 
Places 30,000 and over oo. 3,343,600 3,376,000 + 1608 
Vancouver secccovccece 2,589,300 2,410,700 + 1.1 
Victoria e@ce¢ocooneoeoego0ee ge 954 ,300 960,300 + 0.6 ee 
Places under 30,000 .ocooe 1,209,800 1,296,900 + 7.2 
(AND @ Gar sto cieiete erefelsictote 3,993 ,800 4,110,000 _* 2.9 
Places 30,000 and over ... 3,114,800 Selt 7 500 + 2.0 
Calgary oeecoce0 0000000 1,098 ,200 1,150,000 + 4.7 
Edmonton e®2e00809 90030998000 2 O16 »600 2,027,500 + 0.5 
Places under 30,000 .occeos| 879 ,COO 932 ,700 + 6.1 
Saskatchewan .o..-scc00 2,900,400 3,206 ,400 +10.6 
Places 50,000 and over eel 1,614,800 1,108,900 + 8.9 
Regina eoeoooveoes o0e2c00 C0000 90 917,500 991,500 + So 
Saskatoon eoeooeco0o0 00086086 697 9200 767 9400 +10.1 
Places under 30,000 ...ce0 1,285,600 1,447 ,500 +12.6 
Manitoba e©oeo00000080000 3,066 ,400 : 3,275,900 + 6.8 
Places ov¢r. 50:;G00 vereese 6 2,262,900 2,425,800 oY 
Winnipeg eeeeoececscoesesd 6 e5L0G, 000 2,425,800 + Wate 
Places. under 50,000 .ccocet 9 803 , 500 850,100 + 5.8 
OniGar Oe cisisc cs erorateleretere 270 37,170,000 38,741,000 + 4.2 
Places OVEF 80,000>..reeee] 101 22,586,900 23 ,622 ,400 + 4.6 
Brantford eoeooeoegaooeooo0 eo 4 4 See »200 828 ,200 + 0.9 
Bort Wiliiiamtsicc ectsiec 4 4 641,600 716,200 +11.6 
ais sy Onlte enevetoveretereleteraiets 9 9 2,828,500 2,907 ,100 + 2.8 
KANE LOM. sss siete steels @ 4 4 927 , 500 1,056,200 +13.9 
Kitohnener i. s0s os ccrcte sero 5 5 904 , 100 955,700 ay BiGY/ 
WONG Ofte croiercioeiere olelelave 4 4 1,595 ,406 1,647 ,600 + 3.3 
Ottawa e©eeee2002000539006 LS 13 5,847 ,000 4,011,100 + 4.3 
Sie Catherines e808 0068 4 4 1,033 ,400 1,044 ,300 + een 
SUCOUNY (6s 6 sce st 6s ee8 S 3 923 ,400 955,800 + 3.5 
PORONUO) «ss 6 b's.0 6s es 0 ee 46 46 7,269,500 7,615,500 + 4.8 
With SiO Tame tenenelatevets eis siecle 5 5 1,795,300 1,884 ,900 + 5.0 
169 167 + Ole, 


Places under 30,000 ..cecoo 


14,583 ,100 


15,118,600 


5 = 
Table lV -- eens Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 
and 1944 (Concluded 


Number of ~ Value of Sales” 


Stores (Retail) Per cent 

(Maximum) of change 

1943-1944 
Quebec e@eocoeceeee2e080880540 + 6.1 
Places over 50,000 ..reeee] 16 ,385 ,500 17 5,535,400 + 724 
Hull e@eeereeoeeveevee eee 287 ,800 307 ,300 + 6.9 
Montreal eeceseenene7e2e 0806 9,560 ,400 10,191,800 + 6.6 
QUEDES ccccesccccvece 3,987 ,200 4,297 ,900 + 8.3 
Sherbrooke .......6.. 1,020 ,400 1,139,200 +11.6 
Three Rivers <iscwsss 995,100 1,053 ,O00 + 5.8 
VOFdun. soeviccseveves 502 , 500 546 ,200 +857 
Places under 30,000 ...... 5,012 ,Q00 5,114,000 + 2.0 
Maritime Provinces .. 11,336 , 900 11,933,200 #2 Bel 
Places over 50,000 ..veo-- 4,683,100 4,938,600 + 5.5 
Saint John «scocdsses 1,594,200 1,685,900 s +#°§.8 
Hometax less. sc. odeene 3,088 ,900 3,252,700 + 5.3 
Places under'S0,000 . <.«<-< 6 ,653 ,800 6,974,600 + 4.8 
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LIST OF VARIETY STORE CHAINS IN CANADA 


Beamish, The R.A. Stores Co., 
Chainway Stores, Ltd., ~ 


Tederal. 6-10-15 contito $1600 Stores, . 


Ltd., 
Grigg, The Co., 
Kirby's Stores 
Kresge, Soka (Helo 4 sihdela - 


Lar-Cie,-J<D.T:. Ltée., 
McCool, A.W. 

Metropolitan Stores., Ltd., 
Mirwin's Stores, Ltd., 


People's 5-10-15 cent to $1.00 Stores, Ltd.,1372 St. Catherines St., 
519 Notre Dame St., Eo, 
5979 ‘Ontario St., E., 


The Regent 5 cent to $1.00 Stores, Ltd., 

Rossy, S. Inc. 

Stedman Bros., Ltd., 

United 5 cent to $1.00 Stores of Canada, 
heels 5 

Variety 5 cent to $1.00 Stores, Ltd., 

Woolworth, F.W. Co., Ltd., 

Zelter's, Ltd., 


703 Bank Street, 


Fleet & Bathurst. Sts., 
1181 St. Catherine St., 


3 


Wo» 


5 Main Street, 


Room 1300, 


373 rue St. Paul, 0., 
1606-1608 Gerrard St., 


507 Place d'Armes, 


136 Dundas St., 
James Street, 


27 Wellington St., 


3791 Notre Dame St., W., 


4 
s) 


1253 McGill College Ave., 


505 Papineau St., 
57 Bay Street, 


Ottawa, Ontario. 
Toronto, Ont. 


Montreal, P.Q. 
Orangeville, Ont. 
Weston, Ont. 


Montreal, P.Q. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
Toronto, Ont. 
London, Ont. 
Wallaceburg,Ont. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
Toronto, Ont. 


Montreal, P.Q. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
Toronto, Ont. 

Montreal, P.Q. 
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VARIETY STORE CHAINS, 1945 


There were 19 variety store chains operating in Canada in 1945 and these 
had 521 stores with $95,998,200 sales, an increase of 8.4 per cent above the vol- 
ume of business transacted by 18 chains with 515 stores in the preceding year. 

The index of sales on the base 1930=100 stands at 243.8 for 1945 compared with 
224.9 for 1944, — 


Wages paid to store employees totalled $11,505,200 in 1945 compared with — 
$10,737,600 in 1944. Stocks on hand at the end of the year 1945 at cost value 
amounted to $10,764,600 compared with $10,397,000 at the end of 1944. The year- 
end inventories at the end of 1945 were comprised of store inventories of 
$9,008,400 and warehouse inventories of $1,756,200. 


All provinces reported minor increases in sales in 1945 compared with 
1944, gains ranging from 3.7 per cent in Nova Scotia to 10.6 per cent in Ontario 
being recorded. Results for cities of 30,000 population or over for which separ- 
ate figures are compiled show increases ranging as high as 16.4 per cent for 
Kitchener. Increases for some of the larger cities amounted to 8.0 per cent for 
Vancouver, 4.9 per cent for Winnipeg, 12.0 per cent for Toronto and 7.9 per cent 
for Montreal. 


About 25 per cent of the total volume of business was transacted. by.29 
large stores, each having annual sales of $500,000 or over. Another 18.6 per cent 
of the business was transacted by 48 stores each having annual sales lying between 
$300,000 and $499,999. The interval between $100,000 and $199,999 was the most 
common size category, there being 190 stores in this group. 


Price 25 cents 


@ 2 w= 


ee ee ee 


Table 1. -- Number of Variety Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years 
1930 and 1942-1945 


Number “of - chains ..'occlssewe 
Number of stores = 


Maximum .cocccscccesvcoe 521 
Average (1) oeecevcecore 5rs3 
95,998,200 

Chain sales index (1980100) 243.8 

Percentage change in sales ; 
from preceding year oooo + 8.4 


(1) Obtained by averaging the numb 


Table ll. -- Number of Chains, Stores, Total Sales, Average Sales Per Store, 
Salaries and Wages and Stocks, 1943-1S45 


Number of chains eeooesvooooeeoo0eg oe 0800008900008 


Number of stores 


Maximum osoccoscovcecrv0es0000000 00000000 521 516 521 
AVOTA ZC cin ccccceeccccnsevecscvwinee seas 520 $14 515 
Total sales (retail) soci cet ee ecw eececceces| $04,566,200} $88,5685800} $95,998,200 
Average sales: pér Store wscconccccsivvscesces| © »'162,2459 $ | 172,316 ore ledeess 
Per cent change from preceding year ....cece +0.25 : +6.93 


Salaries and wages paid to store employees ./ $10,275,800 $11,505,200 


Stocks on hand, end of year, at cost - 


In stores ©0086 GC P982O HHH THEFT H8EKHHFH EHH 
In WArehOUSES ceoccsocceseccccccesscvcoee 


85 ,500 


‘Sc 
§ 1,511,500 


$ 9,008,400 
% 1,756,200 


Total stocks on hand. -ssioe.csces cvltueteoietsa SLL» 790,900 $10,397,000 $10,764,600 


cs 


Table 111. -- Variety Chains, Maximum Number of Stores and Sales by Provinces 


a SSS ——— 
——————— — aa ee ee 


Canada, Total = Chains 
Stores 

: wee Sales 
British Columbia-Chains 
Stores 

Sales 
Alberta = Chains 
Stores 

Sales 

Saskatchewan = Chains 
. Stores 

Sales 

Manitoba - Chains 
Stores 

Sales 
Ontario = Chains 
Stores 

Sales 

Quebec - Chains 
Stores 

Sales 

New Brunswick = Chains 
Stores 

Sales 

Nova Scotia = Chains 
Stores 

Sales 

Prince Edward Chains 
Island = Stores 

Sales 


Da ee 8 


50 and 1943- 


1945 


$ 2,769,700] $ 4,553,4001$ 4,672,900} 5,116,400 


$ 1,708,900 


12 
$ 1,713, 


1,713,800] $ 2,900,400/$ 3,206,400 


a tie 
9 
$ 1,434,800] $ 3,066,400 


3 
8 


5 
13 
$ 3,993,800 


D 


2 


(x) Indicates that figures are withheld to avoid 
but these are included in the totals. 


$ 4,110,000|% 4,274,700] 


5 (| 
17 
$ 3,409,400 


$ 4,100,500|$ 4,379,200] 


$ 7,286,700 


3 
526 ,000 


3 
$ 577,600 


ee 


be 
32 
$7,558,600 


Per cen 
change in 
sales 
1944-1945 


9.8 


disclosing individual operations, 


areas 
Table 1V. -=- Variety Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 


"1944 and 1945 


———— ee ee 


Number o “Yalue of Sales Per cent 

' Stores (Retail) change in 
(Maximum ) sales 

1944 | 1945 1o4a4 1944-1945 

$ us 

CANAD Ars Oise mr eretersecnersrate 515 SyAlt 88,568,800 95,998,200 + 8.4 
Places 30,000 and over .oo lb fl 225 56 , 834,400 Bel SMO), Oe + 8.2 
Places under 30,000 .osece> 298 298 31,754,400 34 ,487,900 + 8st 
British Columbia ..o. an 23 4,672,900 5,116,400 + 9.5 
Places 30,900 and over ... LZ ay 3,376 ,000 5,055 L000 4205 
Vancouver cocccecccccccel 9 9. 25453700 2,607,900 + 8.0 
Wil Gite Pic: Sigecre@ Veue paperematenessiwieuestale 3 3 960,300 1590255200 + 6.8 
Places under 30,000 .ooece 10 ae: 1,296,900 1,483,300 +14.,4 
ALD erta. o,000.ai010.0bin-ay0-8 13 1S 4,110,000 4,274,700 + 4.0 
Places 30,000 and over occ fi " 3,177,300 | 3,389,100 to dad 
Ci LCE BYycoeontnariownnecmsouomekeueseien 3 5 1,150,000 Te 2562000 peda us 
Edmonton .esccocceccvnre oe 4 2,027,500 2,100,500 Be ICS 
Places under 30,000 .eoccsr 6 6 932,700 $35,600 + 0.5 
Saskatchewan 2.00000! 17 late 5 5206 ,400 a 3,409,400 + 6.35 
Places 30,000 and over ... 6 6 1,758,900 138995,900 + 8.0 
ROPING «6 0 os bse selene ctr 3 3 991,500 1,064,200 + 7,3 
Sas kavooniiesa.es ccc. see's 3 3 767,400 835,700 + 8.9 
Places under $0,000 .eocoe auan Oe 14472500 1,509,500 + 4.3 
S MEBRSONSEY Bo Ooh 568G0 5 15 15 BsolOsIOU. of 3,415,700 + 402 
Places moOvieruoo), OC Ometeleiaets 6 6 2,425,800 2,945,600 +469 
Winnipeg cle sscescerccsesveco 6 6 2 425,800 2,545,600 + 4.9 
Places under.30,000 ....0.6 S) 9 850,100 868, 100 ae ac al 
Orit ers OF.S Gs wis pie ace cele 268 CARS: 58,741,000 | 42,795,800 +10.5 
Places over 30,000 ...cceccs 101 108 25 ,622 ,400 25,919,900 + 9.7 
Brantford eooe@eoeo 00009000 4 4 828,200 952,500 +15.0 
Pore Weibel SobAco Gane 4 4 Te Mey ZAC) Toe. OO + 2.09 
TAI LAGOM sisi ois ese wee iee 9 9 2,907,100 3,234,800 +11.3 
Kingston ..cscccescoces 4 & AOE) AOD, 1,060,700 + 0.4 
Kitchener 0020700900000 {3} 5 955, 700 MAS HOO) +164 
London 2'.scws sles sisiea +6 4 4 1,647,600 1,785,500 + 8.4 
Hetawa. cot stem as 13 13 4,911,100 4,367,200 + 8.9 
St. Catherines esses 6 4. 4 1,044 ,300 1, 208,100 +10.9 
Sudbury oooo ooo 0000090060090 S 5 955), 800 998,300 + ae 
Or ON. y.20.4 sieves w aleleterets 46 53 ye MS 10) 8) 8,528,400 } +12.0 
Windsor eooeo0e00e20206%0000 5) 5 1,884,900 ‘1,989,800 : + ayests: 
Places under 30,000 ...000 167 LS 7 19,128,600 16,875,900 +11.6 


a 


Table 1V. -=- Variety Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 


~ 1944 and 1945 (Concluded) 


Value of Sales 


eases fy 
Number of Per cent 


Stores (Retail) change in 
(Maximum sales 
ib @) ah a | 1945 1944-1945 


Quebec sececoee 22,649,400 24,472,800 


Eteces over 50,000 3.000 17,535,400 19,058,500 + 8.7 
PVE Lp releieretele erste lee stele cee 6 507,300 343 ,000 +11.6 
PlOMGCA dicks s\e:0ee 0 bole 10,192,800 10,994,100 + 769 
CUCDECS Ua eleiaicle 4.01 b ais seve s 4,297,900 4,618,500 tee 
BNOPDLOOKC I. soe es cen ss TL PESo 5200 149055600 +14.4 
IN MAGS) ISIYGIAS agboogoGoc 1, O55), 000 LAL SOS +1365 
MGR UME es ss 16c ee se 6 cis 5 546 ,200 604 ,000 +10.6 

Places under 30,000 ...... 5 4 5000 5,414 ,300 + 5Die.o 


Maritime Provinces .. LMS OuS , 200 


12,515,400 


Places) over 350,900 ...s000 4,988,600 5,114,200 a OS 
DTG ONT 9 cis o'eo/ss tvs © 1,685,900 1,759 5500 + 4.4 
PROMPT EX steleiels cise wtsccnete e 6 a coc OO 3,354,900 Oe 

Places under 30,000 ..cces 6,974,600 7,401,200 +6 ouk 
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LIST OF VARIETY STORE CHAINS IN CANADA 


1945 


ee 


Beamish, The R.A. Stores Co., 

Chainway Stores, Ltd., 

Federal 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd., 

Grigg, The Co., 

Kirby's 5-10-15 cent to $1.00 Stores, 
Ltd., 

Kresge, §.€. Co., Ltd., 


la Cie, J.D.T. [tée., 

McCool, A.¥., 

Metropolitan Stores, Ltd., 

Mirwin'ts Stores, Ltd., 

Osborne's 5 cent to $1.00 Stores, 

People's 5-10-15 cent to $1.00 Stores, 
Ltd., 


The Regent 5 cent to $1.00 Stores, Ltd., 

Rossy, S. Ince, 

Stedman Bros., Ltd., 

United 5 cent to $1.00 Stores of Canada, 
Ltd., 

Variety 5° cent to $1.00 Stores, Ltd., 

Woolworth, FW. Co., Ltd., 

Zelvernvse, Ltd., 


703 Bank Street, 
Fleet & Bathurst Sts., 


Ottawa, Ontario. 
Toronto, Ont. 


Wake Side Catherine St., W.,Montreal, P.Q. 


35 Main Street 
Room 1300, 

507 Place d'Armes, 
SOMES Ove aul, Os, 
1606-1608 Gerrard St., 
136 Dundas St., 

James Street, 
3216 Yonge Ste, 


1372 St. Catherines St., 
Wey 

319 Notre Dame St., Eo, 

S979 Ontario, St., Be, 

27 Wellington St., 


3791. Notre Dame St., W.. 
4505 Papineau Ave., 

357 Bay Street, 

1253 McGill College Ave., 


Orangeville, Ont. 
Weston, Ont. 


Montreal, P.q. 
Montreal, P.Qe 
Toronto, Cnt. 
London, Cnt. 
Wallaceburg, Onte 
Toronto, Ont. 


Montreal, P.Q. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
Toronto, Cnt. 


Montreal, P.Q. 
Montreal, P,Q. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
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VARIETY STORE CHAINS, 1946 


In 1946, 19 variety store chains operated 5235 stores in Canada, with sales 
of $107,586,200, an increase of 12.1 per cent above the volume of business transacted 
by the same chains through 521 stores in 1945. 


Salaries and wages paid to store employees rose from $11,505,200 in 1945 
to $12,745,500. Stocks on hand at the end of the year at cost value amounted to 
. $15,328,400 comprised of store inventories to the value of $10,984,100, and warehouse 
inventories of $2,344,300. The value of stock on hand at the.end of the previous 
yeer was $10,764,600. 


All cities of over 30,000 population except Windsor, Ontario and Halifax, 
Nova Scotia reported greater sales in 1946 than in the previous year. The decline 
in sales in Windsor reflects the decrease in the number of stores resulting from 
loss by fire. All provinces reported increased sales in 1946 compared with 1945, 
the gains ranging from 18.1 per cent in Manitoba to 0.35 per cent in Nova Scotia. 


The movement to larger sized stores is evident in table 4 where it is 
shown that stores with annual sales of $100,000 or over accounted for 91.57 per cent 
cf total variety chain sales as compared to 89.49 per cent in 1945. 
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Table 13--Summ ef Yeriety Chain Stores, 1930 - 1946 


my Be 


Salaries 


(1) Obtained by averaging the number . at beginning, middle and end of year. 


Stocks on Hand 


unde Waces End of Year 
Max~ | Aver- PopSLOre 
Employees Stores Warehouses 
$ $ aoe ee 

39,383,600 | 4,179,300 | 5,274,900 (a) 
38,906 ; 700 (a) (a) (ive 
35,474,800 (a) (a) (a) 
35,848,600 | 4,032,400 | 4,796,600 (a) 
35,646,500 | 3,908,100 | 4,507,800 617,100 
37,914,000 | 4,889,300 | 5,184,800 861,300 
41,42£,100 | 5,331,300 | 5,880,900 898',800 
46,323,400 | 5,832,000 | 6,234,100 .946 ,900 
47,256,700 | 6,170,100 | 6,243,600 922 , 900 
51,416,000 | 6,594,500 7, £85,400 1,130,900 
60,718,600 | 7,453,900°] 8,354,100 | 1,425,500 
74,179,100 | 8,568,700 |. 9,354,600 | 1,806,100 
84,319,200 | 9,859,800 | 9,584,900,] 2,027,200 
84,366,200 | 10,275,700 | 9,836,500 | 1,919,400 
88,568,800 | 10,737,600 | g8,e85,500 | 1,511,500 
95,996,200 | 11,505,200 | 9,008,400 | 1,756,200 
107,586,200 | 12,745,500 | 10,984,100 | 2,344,300 
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Table 2 .--Variety Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 
1945 and 1946 


Number of | Value of Sales Per cent 
Stores Retail) change in 
Maximum sales 
"isa5 | 1946 zen zeae a 1945-1946 
‘ de i 
CANADA LOGE Lite. parsers Loreal 95,998,200 107,586,200 412.1 


9) 
2£e1 


Places 40,000 and over ... 61,510,300 66,728,900 +11.7 
Places under 30,000 ...... Hs) 34,487,900 38,857,500 +12.7 
British Columbia .. 55116 ,400 5,950,700 +1605 
Places 30,000 and over ... 5 5653 ,100 AS OOO +14.9 
Vancouver 3..s-.- Bee aoae te ~,607,900 5,025,500 +16.0 
VACCORT Str. renartsraencrecs eee Oe anicOO 1,148,200 +12.0 
Places under 50,000 ...... 1,483,300 137775000 +19.8 
Alberta ©oer00 0270 8G CO 0 ; 4,274,700 4,860,800 +15.7 
Places 30,000 and over ... 7 ? DOS LOO 3,764,500 +12.7 
CHTSAY sieves stets os oie 5 otsre oS o 1,248,600 1,420,900 +14.7 
HMaMONG Ones oteketere terete here 4 4 2, LOO, DCO £5543 ,600 +11.6 
Places under 30,000 ...... 6 ff 935 ,600 1,096 ,300 +17 .2 
Saskatchewan ....... 17 1g 3,409,400 3,906 5700 +1426 
Places 30,000 and over ... 6 6 1,899,900 25153, 000 +13 3 
REL ING 9.5 sversceteretete vel ielers : S Bs 1,064,200 1,206 ,500 +13 .4 
PaSkatOOM sins ciecsvrerete ches 3 3 835 , 700 946 , 700 415.35 
Places Under 60,000... sm. Jae 12 1,509,500 Oo LOw +16 .2 
WETHIEVODE es srstetenerenstce 3 iS) 15 3 5415, 700 AL AGEL peels +18.1 
Places over) 50,000)... .6.- 6 6 2,045,600 5,082,600 +21.1 
WIE POLS Aierutevetels «ees 6 6 £5045 ,600 3,082,600 +21 .1 
Places under 30,000 ...... 9 9 868 , 100 948 ,900 + 9.9 
ODIGENNIO Mizacveeeustedotonstctcas BUS 276 42,795,800 47 5599 ,600 +11.2 
Places over 30,000 ....... 108 107 25,919,900 28,041,100 + 9.9 
isneyohmpueras A AB acho cin.d ruc A 4 4 952,500 1,077,000 +13.1 
Mowers NW PUOIGVEN Soe n aoe Hitec 4 4 732,500 819,100 +11.8 
Hamilton O50! 0 OTRO). O'L8 (O68: (0.186 9 9 3,254,800 Dis 47 - LOO + 9.7 

Kea e'SiGOliewecctsteneuen ets Pe boncar 4 4 1,060,700 1,154,000 + 6.9 
Kitehener ..... es ae ; BS 5 Heel OOO We 2B 5 HOG +12 .6 
London S- P59 O12: 9) CS, ORS 6 56'S OS 4 4 S500 1,985 ,500 filing 
Ottawa ©ooeeeceeo eee eo ooo Ue 13 4,567,200 4,768,200 ot 9.2 
Sts Catherinea..«. sce 4 4 1,158,100 1,283,000 410.8 
SUGDUT Var Wels esse « acaisete . 3 } 998 ,300 1,167, 900 +17.0 
POON bOmecrenctatersieastatciete sions 53 Be 8,528,400 9,547,400 +11.9 

i plidelYopo 4c Aes Oso AO 5 4 1,989,800 1,759,800 bats 
Places under "S60, 0GO" sa. 6 a. 167 169 16,875,900 19,258,500 +14.1 
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Table <.--Variety Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 
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PIA ge EXIM cas ote a erect otal e 
Places under 50,6000 ...../. 


123 


Number of 
Stores 
Maximum ) 


75 
5 
47 


leg 
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1945 and 1946 (Concluded ) 


Value of Sales 
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£4,472 ,800 


19,058 ,500 


543 ,000 


10,994,100 


4,618,500 
1,503,600 
1,195,300 

604,000 
5,414,300 


5,114,200 
1,759,500 


3,354,900 


7,401,200 


© 


13, 008 ,600 


(Retail 


£9.45 


1954-6 


qi 
JD 


28 5228 ,3500 


22,122,000 


585 , 700 


12,456 , 700 


59676 600 
1,543,300 
1,387,500 

674,200 
6 5106 ,300 


5,092,200 
1,847,200 
55245 5000 
7,916,400 


Per cent 
change in 
sales 
1945-1946 


+15.3 


+16 1 
+11.9 
415.35 
+22.9 
+16 .4 
+16.1 
+11.6 
+12.8 
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Table 5.~--Variety Chains, Maximum Number of Stores and Sales by. Dae eeee 
1930 and 1944-1946 


per cent 
195 1944 1945 Ls. 4 6; | CRaURgaas 
sales 
+ oh 1945-1946 
Canada, Total ~ Chains Lg 
Stores eye) 
Sales $107,586,200| +121 
British Columbia-Chains 4 
Stores ee yx) 
Sales - $§ 4,672,900 5,950,700) +16.35 
Alberta - Chains . 5 
Stores 14 
Sales 4,860,800 +13.7 
Saskatchewan = Chains 3} 
Stores IY 18 
Sales $ 3,206,400 | $ 55409 5400 3,906,700] +14.6 
Manitoba - Chains ee 5 
Stores ey 15 LS 
wen Sales _ $ 35275900 $ 3,413,700 4,031,500| +418.1 
Ontario - Chains 15 16 
Stores 268 275 
Sales |$18 | $38,741,000 | $42,795,800 +11.2 
Quebec = Chains 11 13 
Stores 10), 125 
_ Sales i 9,949 , 700 $22 5649 400 +15.5 
New Brunswick Chains %) 6 ; 
Stores 6 20 
___ Sales Vee. | $ 4,100,500 + 926 
Nova Scotia = Chains Z 3 
Stores 16 ' ey 
= __.___ gales ee $ 75286, 700 + 0.3 
Prince Edward Chains 2 Malas 
isiand= = Stores a 3 
Sales (x) $ 526,000} $ 577,600 |$ 650,500| + 962 


(x) Indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, 
but these are included in the totals. 
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Beamish Stores Co. Ltd.; Ro A» 


Chainway Stores Ltd. 


Federal 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd. 


Grigg Coe, The 


Kirby's 5-10~15 cent to $1.00 Stores 


Ltd. 
Kresge Co. Ltd... 9S. Se 


La uCié J. Dels Loee, 
McCool, A.W. 
Metropolitan Stores Ltd. 
Mirwin's Stores Ltd. 


Osborne's 5 cent to $1.00 Stores 
People's 5-10-15 cent to $1.00 Stores 


Ltd. 


Regent 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd. The 


Rossy Inc., S. 
Stedman Bros. Ltd. 


United 5 cent to $1.00 Stores of Canada 


Ltd. 


Variety 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd. 


WOOMLWOD bh COluuGbOues ul sunW es 
Zeller's Ytd. 
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VARIETY STORE CHAINS, 1947 


In 1947, eighteen variety store chains transacted retail 
business to the extent of $117,925,300 through 536 stores. This re- 
presented an increase in dollar volume of 9.6 per cent from 1946. 


Salaries paid to store employees rose 10.4 per cent from the 
1946 level to $14,069,300. Store inventories showed a gain of 14.1 
per cent over the previous year, amounting to $12,528,200 while ware- 
house stocks declined slightly to $2,302,800. Store inventories, as 
a percentage of net sales, dropped from 12.6 per cent in 1941 to 9.4 
in 1945 but have increased to 10.2 and 10.6 per cent in the last two 
years. (Table 1). 


Variety stores located in places of less than 30,000 popula- 
tion registered greater gains in net sales from 1946 than did those 
situated in cities over 30,000. With two exceptions, gains were made 
in all localities. In the various provinces, sales increased in dollar 
volume from 13.2 per cent in New Brunswick to 0.2 per cent in Nova 

Scotia with Prince Edward Island showing a4 decline of 0.9 per cent. 
(Tables 2 and 3). 


Since 1946 the increase in individual store sales has re- 
sulted in an upward movement of the larger size classes. Where,in 
1946, 95 stores were in the brackets over $300,000 annual sales, 111 
stores fell into that size interval in 1947, accounting for 55 per 
eent of net sales. A complementary trend of fewer stores with a 
smaller proportion of sales occurred in the size groups under $300,000 
sales. 


The trend of net sales, salaries, store and warehouse stocks 
are shown in the Chart on page 2 in index form with the 1955-1959: 
average as 100.0%. 
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Table 1.--Summary of Variety Chain Stores, 1930 - 1947 


Number of 
Number Stores 
Year of 
Chains Max= Aver> 
| imum | age(1) | 
5 ah cecal si SER ts ily: esasonteh th 


1945 ..- 


1946 eooe 


1947 6. 


(a) Not available. 


(1) Obtained by averaging the number at beginning, middle and end of year: 


A a ae ea a 


Retail 
Sales 


59,385,600 
58,906,700 
35 5474 , 800 
53 348, 600 
55 9646 ,500 
37,914 ,00C 
41,422,100 
46 ,323 ,400 
47,256,700 
51,416,000 
60,716,600 
74,179,100 
84,319,200 
84,366 ,<00 
88,568, 800 
95,998,200 
107 ,586 ,200 


117,925 ,300 


Salaries 
and Wages 
to Store 
Employees 


$ 
4,179,300 

(a) 

(a) 
4,082 ,400 
5,908,100 
4,889 ,300 
5,331,300 
5 5832 ,000 
6,170,100 
6,994,500 
7,453,900 
8,568,700 
9,859,800 
10,275,700 
10,737,600 
22,505,200 
12,745 ,500 


14,069,300 


en ae me eer 


Stocks on Hand 
End of Year 


Stores 
ir 
5 274,900 
(a) 
(a) 
4,796 5600 
4,507,800 
5,184,800 
5 5880 ,900 
6 9234 5100 
6 9245 ,600 
7 5285 5400 
8,354,100 
9,334,600 
9,584,900 
9,836 ,500 
8,885 ,500 
9,008 ,400 
10,984,100 


12,528,200 


Warehouses 


dh 


817,100 
861,300 
898, 800 
946 5 900 
922 900 
1,130,900 
1,425 ,500 
1,806,100 
2,027 ,200 
1,919,400 
1,511,500 
1,756,200 
2044 5300 


2,502 ,800 
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Table 2.--Variety Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 


1946 and 1947 


CANADA 4 Total ooo 0000000 


Places 30,000 and over ..o. 
Places under 30,000 ...ccce 


69,865,100 
357 5725 ,100 


British Columbia 5,950,700 _ 


e@eo0¢ Sees 


Places 30,000 and over .... 
VameOuver «6s secs «ew.e'e ove 
Wali CLOTT AW a eypvene staves: che ore eile 

Places under 30,000 ...cc0.8 


4 5173, 500 
3 5025 ,300 
1,148,200 
1,777,200 


Alberta ooeo0o0g00 00008300 8 _ 45860 800 


Places 30,000 and over .ocoo 3,764,500 


Calgary ccoccccscccccces 1,420,900 
GMO OT ronatacucecteterelaverer ens r 2 5343,600 
Places under 30,000 oo000000 1,096,300 


Saskatchewan o.occcc. 318i 


Places 30,000 and over ..c. 6 2,153,000 
REGTUG 2-4 sie «top ool nis ere ee 3 1,206 ,300 
DISkaGOON sess siiercrs isco ous . +) 946 , 700 

Places under 30,000 o.oc.o0. 12 1,753,700 

Mani GOS! 5 s-0'% sere nie gies es oes 4,051,500 |_ 

Places iOver250 O00" ara oe a 
Wigs DER 4s alse alec sie a0 s10se 6 3,082,600 

Places under 50,000 .cccccc 7] 948,900 

ORGSPLO! 4.5 ou ateuin wees s 276_ 86 _ A7 5599 5600 

Places over. 30,000 3..¢3620 lilye 109 29,475,500 
BrantTOrG aves oder. ere ews 4 4 1,077,000 
Fort, Wi laem: 2. am o hoe eoe 4 4 819,100 
Bamaedt ONY perevarevey ers ceorsveertets 9 g 3,547,100 
KANE S COND craters ose skate eletarel a 4 (2: 1,134,000 
MUCCHENCE cic sist es chew coc 5 5 132525106 
TONAO bedetnaa els ae she a ses 4 4 1,985,500 
OTE PS WE: tc resale cola sites oie calla e at 13 13 4,768,200 
PELEYDOPOURH - 6 6<<.06 eae 5 5 1,134,200 
DE. Catharines «os sisiesin kes 4 4, 1,283 ,000 
DUEDULY Tew slevd'e a's slelele ee ore 3 3 (x) 
DOPORUO! s mange slarccaweuveu ae 53 49 9,547,400 
PA TASOU Gino tescenia cee ea 4 4 (x) 

Places under 30,000 ....... | 164 177 18,124,300 


ES 


Value of Sales 
Retail) 


75,037,800 
42 ,887 ,500 


6,422 5600 


4,531,800 
3,160,100 


1,172,700 | 


2,090, 800 


5,098,500 
5,915,700 
1,497,800 
25415,900 
1,184,800 


25576 »800 
1,359, 900 
1,016,900 
1,851,000 


_ 45113000 


35097 ,200 
1,015,800 


52,607,500 | __ 


Olen Ga OOe 
1,186,000 
896,000 
3,694,100 
1,450,500 
1,430,600 
2,096,400 
4,775,400 
jou OCO 
1,554,500 
(x) 
10,120,400 
(x) 


20,893,000 | _ 


ee ere 


«-Per cent- 

change in 
sales 

1946=1947 


fo] 


+1523 


-=5- 


Table 2.--Variety Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principal Cities, 


1946 and 1947 (Concluded) 


Number of Value of Sales Per cent 

Stores Retail change in 
sales 

1946-1947 
WUCHEG) ts 0.5. as’ aie 28,228,300 31,801,400 | +1267 
Pances) over 50,000). so564. Zan lees000 24,449,200 SKOl ste) 
MCN fe Poly eceisisis 6's o's 4b 6's 383,700 419,600 + 9.4 
Ome POG ais ss o's 4:4. « elare 12,456,700 13,747,700 +10.4 
QHODEC! bea8k.s wit ose ol a ccs Rae 13 | 5 676,600 6,199,900 + 9.2 
ASTD TOOKC his coos 0 0 sbtees 4, 1,543,300 1,740,200 +128 
Meee Rivers. 6.66 <seeed. 5 5007 5500 WeDo F900 +2626 
MirEALUNTS ol ofS ael 5s ove 0 alates 4 674,200 585 , 900 =] Died 
Places under 30,000 ....0.0.% 6,106,300 7 OORGoOe +204 

Maritime Provinces .. 13,008 ,600 _13,654 ,500 oe OL 
Places 0VEr- 00,000 &.. scwieles 9 5 ,09Z ,200 5,154,600 # lee 
ReaIMG SOU Ve ateierete o aces oie 4 1,847,200 1,968,400 + 6.6 
Joe 22. SO Aare a S 35,245,000 3,186,200 =a 
Places under 30,000 ....... 46 7,916,400 8,499,900 + 7.4 


{x) Indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, 
but these are included in the totals. 
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Table 3.--Variety Chains, Maximum Number of Stores and Sales by Provinces, 
1930 and 1945-1947 


Per cent 
change in 
sales 
1946-1947 
Canada, Total = Chains 19 
Stores Bao 
nee Sales $107 ,586 ,200 + 9.6 
British Columbia=Chains 
Stores 
Rin Sales emeel ir k:) 
Alberta > Chains 
Stores 
ti eles +449 
Saskatchewan = Chains 
Stores 
Sales + 8.8 
Manitoba = Chains 
Stores 
ee Bs! Redes Se cine + 2.0 
Ontario = Chains 
Stores : 
; ~~ ~~ Serleg- +10.5 
Quebec - Chains 
Stores 
| ah eo ess, +12 27 
New Brunswick = Chains 
Stores 
Sales _ eee 
Nova Scotia - Chains 
Stores 
Cl eatese). || _+ 0.2 
Prince Edward Chains 
Island = Stores 
Sales faye = "050 


(x) Indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, 
but these are included in the totals. 
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LIST OF VARIETY STORE CHAINS IN CANADA 


1947 

Beamish Stores Co. Ltd., R. A. 703 Bank Street, Ottawa, Ontario. 
Chéinway Stores Ltd. Fleet & Bathurst Sts. Toronto, Ont. 
Federal 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd. 1181 St. Catherine St. W., Montreal, P.Q. 
Grigg Co., The Orangeville, Ont. 
Kirby's 5-10-15 cent to $1.00 Stores 

Ltd. 35 Main Street, N., Weston, Ont. 
Kresge Co. Ltd., S. 5. Room 1300 

‘ 507 Place d'tArmes, Montreal, P.Q. 

La Cie J.D.F. Ltée, O75 LUC ot. Fall, O15 Montreal, P.Q. 
Metropolitan Stores Ltd. 136 Dundas St. London, Ont. 

' Mirwin's Stores Ltd. James Street, Wallaceburg, Ont. 
Osborne's 5 cent to $1.00 Stores 3216 Yonge St. Toronto, Ont. 
People's 5°10-15 cent to $1.0C Stores 

Ltd. 1372 St. Catherine St. W., Montreal, P.Q. 
Regent 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd. The 319 Notre Dame St. E., Montreal, P.Q. 
Rossy Inc., S. 3979 Ontario St. E., Montreal, P.Q. 
Stedman Bros. Ltd. 27 Wellington St. W., Toronto, Ont. 
United 5 cent to $1.00 Stores of Canada 
Ltd. 3791 Notre Dame St. We, Montreal, P.Q. 
Variety 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd. 4505 Papineau Ave. Montreal, P.Q. 
Woolworth Co. Ltd., F. W. 357 Bay Street, Toronto, Ont. 


Zeller's Ltd. 1253 McGill College Ave. Montreal, P.Q. 
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